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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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AS human nature is the fame in all ages, 
- » 

and' as Ariofto has been very . feyere 

tippn the ingratitude and infineerity ,of the 

* • • 

Court of Rome, it is far from impoffible to 
wreft mmy .of the chtUra^ei^ in the fobfe- 
quent SatireS) ib as to ro^afee. them appear t(f 
be calculated for oor Meridian* , 



i.. 



But it is hoped, the Trahdators of'thls 
book may . efcape the. taiifreprelentatiohs of 
malice, when it is knOwn, that mbft of thefe 
Satires, indeed all but the fecpnd'and laft, 
were'finilhed many years ag6 ; long beTorc 
thofe charafters came upon the ftage of life, 
wMdi tfiiy have been fuppoied to aim at. 

In 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

In many parts of this work, there arc 
noble panegyricks upon real good qualities ; 
and it may be juftly faid to the honour of 
England, that theire .are not wanting pedfonsy 
to whom thofe praifes may be applied with 
the greateft propriety : in one part of the 
fccbnd Satire there is an happy, and celebrated 
Pair, who can no more efcape the publick 
view, than they do, their refpeft and efteem* 

The Satires of antiquity have b^n^ tranf. 
lated in .widely-different methods: One, too 

literal ; the Other, too diffufe and paraphraf- 
tical: the firft of thcfe methods. cannot be 
fufEcientiy interefting to the Reader 5 the fc- 
cond too frequently degenerates into private 
inveftives, and is a downright libel, fet off 
with the trickfey accomplifliments of a jing- 
ling pneafure and a founding name. 

Through^ 



Al>VEk*riS£MENr. 

Throughout this tranflation, the hridkite 
path i$ happily preferred. The Ori^nal par- 
ticularifes perfons, and lalhes them by name : 
That cetifure is now expreffed in general 
terAis, and pointed at their vices without cx- 
pofing their perfons. It would be cruel, as 
well as uninterefting to difturb their aflies ; 
and it would be foolifh as well as^ prefonxptu- 
ous to modernize the ftories and fubftitutc 

any partial W fancied refemblanc«. 

- . . . . • . * ' . 

* ^ 

The Kberty of the Prefi, which too often 
degenerates" into licentibufnefi, makes it a 
necel&ry piece of juftice to ourfclves, to diC- 
claim what -was never intended, and to affurc 
the publick, that benevolence, not malice, 
Vas the motive of this publication. The 
profits of the work are appropriated to the 
purpofes of humanity ; and it is fome additi- 

« 

onal fat;sfaaion to fay, that if vice is harihly 

treated. 



A a V E ti T I 3 EM: ^.iiTX 

ereotsd, -and Mki^.&ver^ly.i it is* io: taore 
thantMN^ftj^, ^r the ^jp$K( 9^ v^iii^e; 

* ' • » A • 

9 ^ * * ^ • 

« • * A ■ « 

Aripftp was a He^n Satiyift, feu^ 'phft pecu- 
11^5 «%^c?icy of cpcprefpqn, that ^feeable an4 
^^e^fipf jOf t of fcf ^py^ hia cenfprifs, ^ndcon-, 

t\\Q ??^aur, aq^ i§ (9 Ffcjifipg* fl^t he n|iuft 
be.ofSWlfdr Ey?o.the.I:4idJP3.w»l,<f?cci?feJi« 
whole fixth §«irf* if the^ md thpfjght I^ft 
lines of the 1 20th page; and the Gentlemen» 

!VJ3<b#„upon the-Y^uabJeprfpcyp^ tjiere 
}ai4d9wn, ydll «r%c. ji^npfc fo^ jj^n^fetvef 
bf ,l^|lowij^g it,,,T^^ece;k i?l^;iphly4^d^ 
^m #re.a thq^gbt iqiuripus tp^Vir^qe, ©r 
to f^»a?tFavrcift P^ ^. t])e craati9n,;Whgjre cajjft 
ist^e c^fe.of vi^fue, :t he Safii;^,^ ^cuild hstTP 
Jaip iff pWmQP } but it is h9PS?l» tfeat tbfiy 
cQf^lfAtnt ^i^ai vi^l ppt odI^ ajn^fs the fa^cy, 
bfic.direa the jyd^ment, and ainep4.tj)e 
l^eart. , 

T. H.C. 
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h 1 F E 

OF 

LUDOVICO ARIOSTO, 

\ . A Nobleman of Ferrara. 



TH E neceffity of prefixing the life of 
Akzosto to his Satires muA be my ex- 
cufe, if I ihould. fail of doing jaftice to the extra- 
brdioary merits of this truly great man. 

. Should I confider him only as a poet, tho' I 
agreed Tvith the moft emioent cridcks in giving 
huQ the . fuperiprityjoyer all the moderns, I ihqul4 
omit the nobleil and mod amiable parts of his cha* 
raAer. la whatever point of light we view him* 
we difcover- evident marks of the goodnefs of his 
heart, the quickoe(s of his wit, and ToUdity of his 
underftanding : But — to his hiftory. He defcend- 
ed from aa ancient and genteel family in Bologna, 
which to this day is one of the inoft confiderable 
in that city. His father Nicolas Ariofio was 
Count and Cavalier under Duke Borlb, <ind 
Majordomo t6 Hercules, . Duke of Ferrara j for 
whom he had gone feveral timet in quality 

of AmbafTador to the Pope, the Empeior, 

fi and 
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and the French King ; ' .and on his return was 
made governor of Modena and Reggio, from 
which laijt place he^ married Daria, p6the Male- 
gucd family, one of the nobleft in fi.eggio, by 
•whom he had ten children; five boy-s, Lewis, 
born (a) in the fortrefs of Reggio, Gabriel, Ga* 
la^Q, Charles, AkDKander;; and * fir^ fiif ls# - ▼ 

Lewis Arpfto, lyh^fe life is our grefgat fubjeft, 
gave early proofs of his genius, In writing the 
fable of Thifbe, and afting it with his brothers t 
but hi^ father, fta|-tled perhaps at the unfortunate 
effcfts of poetic taleats in the (b) affairs of ^1$ 
world, and wifely preferring his advancement in fife 
to his fame however glorious after death, thought 
to have this favourite eldeft fon tufed of the in-* 
fe^tiqus difeafe, by direAing him to the more profi* 
table ftudy of the Law. In this employment, fo con- 
^afy to the berjt of his genius, he coiifumed firc^ 
years ; when the poetic flame, tho* fo long ftiflcdi* 
burft out again in other produftions, and en-' 
gaged him !n thbfe ftudics, which' ^cre moSr 
likely to feed and improve It. His father, unable* 
io oppofc the torrent, gave way to it, and indnl-' 
ged hi^ fon with having the gentecleff fcholar of 
thofe times, Gregorio da Spoleti, f&r his pre*' 
ccptor. The rapid progrcfs of ' improvement, 

' faj Amo Dootthi I474« 

' (h) Eitpericnee talb *s, that whsk Clandiaa (ays of 
hworyis Q^aUjf applicable |o poetry, 

■■ » »» cuifemper adherens 

' Injelix'hmtit ^reffu CQmitatttr egejfas, 

which 
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«Ubich * bfc ^nlAJe uod^r this iogaiioiss dirtflor^ 
Airing iii^ ihort(e) /lay vflxb; him, ihewed k^ 
ftK f;^ rtoiarkibiy la his vnrjous Joutatioos ^ 
ihe amiehtis ; ^here one may fee vich what ttftc 
and difcernment he reid theniy aud how deeply 
ht entered It) to thofe more icfined and delioit^ 
beauties, which e(cape the genendity of claffia 
Itudenfs. His* father, one day, reproving, hinf 
very feverely fbf fome fatik^ whteh hehtd no{ 
commhted^'fre 'i*ein^iAed fileat 4ind in ^ mannei! 
/hipiged ivith^ Attention : . Wti^n hi| father kCi 
the rbom, his brother Gabfld a(ke<{ him why h< 
<ted not uhdiJceiVe him, by thAt-mcftna cfcape hia 
fcfentment,' and put an end to* his reproof: Bo 
dnfwercd, that he wanted an ahgry father*-* part 
ii a comedy, that his father's difcottrfe fe^med tor 
Ait <irith his Intention, and that, thinking of the 
fititiori, he liad totally forgot the reality. When 
he wis near twenty, his ftther died (^) sfad iefe 
film embarrafled with bufiiiefs and the care of 

the family, ^i^hich he difcharged V^lth'the greateft 
^nderdefsj affeftion and prtldencc C#J. Soon 
rfter this (f) he became- an Uitifliate of*<3ardiiia! 
ftippolito da EftS, in whofk feridce he^waa^ irheii^ 
Julius ll.' was creited Pop* (g). Upon the deatti 
of (b) Httcnies Duice of Ferrara,. the Cardinalr 

vj[t) Sat* vii; . 

; (d) Mv^ Pom. 1494. . , 

^#/Sat. 1. Im. 23010^51^ 

(f) Ann. Dom. 1502. (g) Ann. Dom. 1503. 
(h) Ann. Dom. 1505. ^. . * 

9«^* B % coAa* 
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confcious of his abilities^ recommended Mtti b hh 
brother Alfonfo, now Duke of Ferrara^ and tkej^ 
both - employed him in their moA iiiipoptant aad 
fecr6t tranfa£tion8. la their court he began th^t 
glorious poem, the Orlando Furxoso, tocom** 
pliment his patrons by celebrating the houfe cf 
£fte» from inrhence they fprung. Cardinal Bem^ 
bo, perhaps on the iight of fome of his elegant 
Latin performances, advifed him to write in that 
language ; but he -replied^ He had rather be thjq 
firft Italian fo^^ than perhaps Icarce tbo fecoad 
Latin one. He perfued his own plan accordingly, 
notwithflanding the hindrances be snet vdth in 
his own affairs, and thofe of his patrons; by the 
faithful and fuccefsful difcharge of whiph, he got 
fi> much into their confidence, that upon a rup« 
ture between the Pope and Duke, Alfonfo choTe 
him £3r his Ambaflador to that angry (i) poten** 
tate. His eloquence wrought fo upon the Pope» 
that he extorted his promife to fet all things on 
an amicable footing. This was q^uch better 
news than Alfonfo expefled; but Julius, who 
was never happy except in the midft of war and. 
daughter, foon broke his word and attacked the 
Duke's territories anew. In the courfe of this 
war Arioflo fignalized himfelf by fdzing a ftout 
fhip, full of men and ammunition: His patron 
alfo, Alfonfo, diAinguifhed himfelf fo greatly in 
the battle of Ravenna, which was won ai 



(ij Ann. Dom. 15x0. 

the 
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tkej?s;ipi4 ifbtces^ that Julius was highly exafpera- 
t^^ and detenniaed his.ruia. The Duke wanted 
to appe^ hkn, dsA Ariofto was again pitched 
tLpon 'for his (k) Ambaflador. Tho* he was na 
Anuiger tx> the Pope's inveteraqr* the love of his 
<x>i4iitry prompted him to deffMfe all dangers : H» 
apcordingly £st out for Romei fram whence the 
Bope was retired to a Villa hard by. He went 
to him ; but quickly perceived he (I) was not 
iHcely to meet whh fuch treatment, as the facred' 
di^tfaiEbsr of an Ambaflador might juftly de- 
mand; The Fopo' was too well acquainted vdth 
his alAHtieSy to let him willingly get ofF clear : the 
deitniftibn of fuch * a man as Ariofto, feemed^ 
in his opinion, the moft probable ftep towards 
the ruin of the Ferrarefe party ; and poffibly we 
liiight have loft the fineft poem in the world, had 
it not been for the affiftance of his friends the 
Cardinals, who were moft of them, his intimates, 
all of them, his admirers. Upon his return he 
fat down to his Orlando Furioso, and print. 
ed ofF'fome few copies for his friends, that he 
might enrich his poem with their fentiments, and 
amend it by their ftrifturcs, Thcfe he afterwards 
called in, and publUhed a correA copy with thd 
addition of fix cantos (m) fevcntccn years after 
the firft impreffion. So that the Orlando Fu* 



fi) Ann. Dom. 1512. 
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Ripsd wd$ tweQr^'f(eirtfft years In himi^ xrMch^: vhatf f 
we confider the excellefice and Ungih of ih6 vfoxk; ^ 
iduft be allowed to be^ nobly as w«ll as:deSgbtfiill]r 
beftdwed; and had he not been' pcrpltxfid \rtth' 
his own famiiy-afFalrs, and interrupted B/ Win- ' 
hferlefe avocations from fed ^atroni, We ftblild per-' 
haps have found more art, than Vligirt, as Well • 
as we do more fire than Homer'b, id hit* poen^ ; 
but Ariofto was too ' tnijAy a kimat xty be fiier^t 
X4iued. to retire to his own {ludi04i,,t(>a.tkgr€eabla 
a, companion to b^ na^de iadepe^ifentj ^qd bif* 
fiatron; (n) HipRolito . could not <jr wpuldlnQt: 
<Jiftinguifll the man of true ^oerit an(d re^ fcjvices^^ 
from the impudent pretender to tb^ one and^ 
boailer of the other: for when he wem to keep 
his. court at Yfl^ Buda in Hungary; uppi\ Ariofto's 
pledging his Veafbris why he coul4 not accom- 
pany him, he flighted his cxcujfes' and totally 
difcarded him ; which was but an indifferent re- 
dompence for fifteen ycar^ coofunaed in his fervice. 
Ite did ftill worfe: for whea the Divioe, Ariofto^ 
preferited his Poem to. him, he faid^ Vavty Di(f^ 
Hfoloy Mejfir Ludivica^ avete pigliaie ianU coglio- 
nirie? which, in the eye of all truecriticks, will 
?Yer .be as great an impeachment . of his under- 
fiaading and judgment, as his difcayding him was 
9^ !?^?.A^2^i^^^^ and honour. Ario^ had con-. 
trafted an intimacy with John de Medici, who 

"I 

(ff) Sat. i. Hn. 114 to 123. 
{0) Ann. Dom. iri8. 

was 
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*fai' tttc0 prifiner by Alfottfo at 't*e -tattle of 
Rar^jaiia. Joh6 was now Pope,' by* the hank! of 
Leo X« 'Which* iQdbcfed Arlofio to vlQt Rot»«^ 
where ias brothet* Galaffo ^as at (bat time (pj* 
Lfio^ tho' £>' extravagantly Fotid of his woris^ ti 
10 publUh Si ^ tmll tn ^Tour ef his grated Pbetrij 
tktd denounde ^^coinititiakatibQ agatnft thofe, whd 
^ald di&fptote of Jt, o^ i^ob MHi of faiiprc^t^; 
vnts y^t mngM^ftl^ or heedki^ <fiottgh to tie* 
^ts^l hiiB^ and let blm relttrti without tlU ' kail 

digmty.or.prdferinenfiYfJ- This. pay fcem M* 
craohKoaiy; but thd atifaehsiem of th^ fopcs to 
their iU*fo«kd^d daiio of Ufutpiiig Prioce'a do<^ 
mituods> aitid Atiofto^s having been' {q ioftru^ 
meptal til frffAi^tiog tb^ir ^^ftgo^' of tbh fort on 
the Duchy of Ferrara, will account for private 
friendftujp's b^^ig fwallowed up by publicjc .aint 
bitioa. • 

Cardinal HippoHto did not long enjoy hli 
Hufigariaa po^^ous : He died in lefs than two 
year» : Alfdn(b; who probdbly • before that k<d« 
dent waa f'dirfal of offoiding liis brother arid it 
Cardinal, fio fdoiicr heard of it, than he ferk fat 
Ariofto to hi* coUf tfr^.- Here he feerted to en. 
joy himfelf, and contributed to his Patron's 

happincfs by his agreeable company and c6nVer/a- 

- • 

fp) Ann. pom. t^ig. 
• Hiftoire des Papes, torn. 4. p. 419; 
• (q) Sat. v. lin. 61. to 80. 

(rj Ann. Dom; 1^20/ » ' 

.: • - B 4 tion 
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tion for about two years, but at dt^ et^ ff ^ the* • 
lime was pofhed forth .iotQ a turbukat and diiB« 
cult foene of aAipo, Pope Lto bekig fucosedcd 
Iqr Adriaa VI. who w^ of a pacific cliipoiijtoit 
aad had the goodaefs to reftore Alfoiifo's owa 
domioioQS to hiixi» which in the Popes .of tfaob 
days was no fmall ^tch of generofity^ ArioAa 
was (s) feat by the Duke, as governor of the 
Gar&gnana (t)^ tliat Jby his pnideat managcmeiit 
he ipight fecure the affeAioa of that favage and 
rebelliQus people, which he happHy effiiAed. I 
cannot he^. inferting what happened ta ArioA^ 
while governor of Garfiftgnana. ' Bdng of a con^ 

templative humour, and infenfibly ftrayiag, farther 
than he ought, in an abfent mood, he was on i 
fudden furrounded by the banditti, who infefted 
thofe' parts. • On their examinfaig' hiih, and find: 
ing he was Ariofio, they were fo far from robbing 
or offering him the leaft infolt, that they (howed 
him the higheft marks of refpefl, fung feverd 
parts of his own Poem ^to him, and reCQnduAed 
him fafe to his fortes. Strange witchcraft of 
his poetry, which could afFeA minds fo aban^r 
doned as theirs I But being forced to punilb fome 



. (sj Aan. Dom. 1522. 

(tj Gar&gnaoa, (from Caferoniana, from Feronia, 
Goddefs of the woods, who had a temple near PietraT 
fimta) is all the hilly country between that place and 
the dty of Lucca, the capital of which is called Caflel- 
aovo, and is at prefent under the Duke of Modena. 

offend- 
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^Stader^ is ofder to preferve^the digiihyeflm 
office, and pwuflung, however, juftly, beiog bi 
CMttary to tbe mildaefs of ibis difpofiiiofi, iie ('u} 
^ompbkiod} and was (w) recalled. la gradtade 
for whtcbi he wroie feveral Comedies to dlveit^ 
his noble pattofi^ and had the fatisiaOkia of 
havtfkg a grand theatre, of which he hsnielf 
was. the Sifcbkc^, huilt at the Duke's exfecceu 
The Dftke'a own {oa fpoke the prologue to tbc 
firft play tf^ed in it^ and the charaders were per*. 
formed by gentlemen. This feemed to be the 
happieft time of his life. Careiled by every peribni 
who knew him, his medt ackxxnvledged by fl 
the greateft men of his age, his patron tadulglaj^ 
him and reflefting honour on himfelf by whac 
he beflowed on him, fortune now feemed to 
makeup for her former cruelties; and nine years' 
of happinefs were glorioufly oempleated by the 
EmpercMT Charles V. prefenting a (x) Caurel 
crown to him, and crowning him with his own 
hand. Soon after this the ducal palace and die- 
atre took fire, burnt for three whole days, and 
all thofe magnificent edifices were totally con- 
fumed. He fell ai on the very (y) night of the 
fire^s beginning, languifhed for about fix moi2ths„ 
and died (z) as much regretted, as he had Kv^d 
efteemed. He was according to his own order,' 

• 

{u) Sat. V. Ua. 183 to 187. 
ffwj Ann. Dom. 1523. 
(xj Ana. Dom. ^532. 
fyj Anm Dom. 15 32, 
(sj Ann. Dom. 153}. 
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interred itt a' pritaCdf maaner- in the ioldidiQedl 
df St. Benedi^ ia Fenrara, and the Mshpks poU^ 
him the honour of attending bis faiieral> ' whlcb,' 
by how much ^e incfre unbfiral^ %a^ fontiidy 
the greater compliment* Abottt fbttr^ y^ars aftir* 
AgoftinoMofH, a youth, who had fiudied nndcr 
him in poetry, built him an handfooSe tomb ia 
the new church of the Benedidlines^ in the ^ cha^' 
pel at the right band of the great altar, un£ 
removed his boheswith his crwn hands j[ but is 
the year 1612, a new and abundantly ihore mag- 
nificetit tomb * was built in the chapel at the 
left hand of the fame altar by his grandftto hewisii 
who again removed' his afties, wherte they are at 

. * This tomb is of black, white, and red marble^ 
adorned with column^ and ftatues ; His.l)uilof white 
marble, crowned with laurel, and fupported' by a Che-- 
rub. Underneath is thiff fafcrfption^ 

L.v.f>oViCo ARiOifTO,. Ter. ill! IV^aic. atque ore 
omnium celeber. Vati j a Carole V, Caefare cpronato : 
Nobilitate generis, atqtre animi claro : In Rebufpub. ad- 
nrinifh^andis, in regeirais populis, in graviffimis ad {jam^ 
mot pontif. iejg|ationsbas, pfudentiil, coofilio, eloquen-^ 
tia, confuli praeHaptifilmo': Liai. Ariofim, Pronepos, 
ne quid domefb'cae pictatis ad tanti viri gloriam cumu- 
landam defui^e viaeri poflit, magno patruo, cujos offa 
hic vere condica funt, P. C. Anrnfaluihy r6i2. Vtxit 
Annisy 59. Obiit Anno Jdluiis^ ^533» VIII. Idmju^ 
«/V.— — 

Notus et Hff perils jacet hie Ariostu«, ct Indh, 
Cui mufa seternum nomen Hetrufca dedit. 

Seu Satyram in vitia exacait, feu comica laiit,) 
Seu cecinit grandi bella, ducefque toba, 

Ter fummus Vates, cui do^ ia vertice Fimli 
Tergemina licuit cingere fronde comas. 

• ' this 

x 
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iMft timr* v.l bnre omitted maiiiomag Ark>fla^«» 
twaif(M^ jobm Bapttft and Vk^iitf, cheforaicr 
of wbirjil applied hjotfiBlfto ^fiMdyof^ar, die 
l^tiQr tor fluitliof ktttn* in wbkli he joaife a 
graat profl^totsjr, and retired to fab £atfaet's boafp^ 
IB ^.ftrc^ pf.^Ferraray caHed Miraible, oft which 
there ^wer^ tfa^fe ivprds, fy latfly as i74f» .£ip- 
f9Csd, ta be ivi'Ote by him in honour of his fii«- 
therms mflDOfy 2 DaffWf A^er 4^$0fta frfipUm hattmt. 
4>tf#f» »< «/*» Pindarica : ; I have, I (kjp ooiitted 
mentionmg his fons^ becai^fe Acy were fud-tobf 
^e^timate ; but I x^aonot help thmkisg with ao, 
iogenious Italian (tfj, that l^ really wasB»rficd» 
iho' be coul^ not owa it» i^r fear of lofiog fome 
imall revexi|ie$j w^ich he pofleiled^ arifiog front, 
the church. A man of his delicacy would never 
have applied to Cardinal Beiidx), to provide & 
private tutor for his Ion, bad that iba been tUeg^- 
lifflate;. aod.< bis ftrifl^Defsia every ocbo* pbidtof 
iiorality is at leaft a prefuinpthre pro<^, that he 
did not fail in this. He wis the moil dutiful and 
tendered of foos (b)*^ the kmdeft of brotherr 
in providing for the numerous family, four bro« 
thers and five < fitters {£), who were left wboUjr 
depending on his goodnefs and generofity ;• tfa« 
faithfullell and moft indefatigable of friends, the 
beft of aeighbonrs C^^, %nd tbemildeftofgfivenk* 

(a) Fomanu fij Sat. i, iin. 248, 
fc) Sat. i. lin. 244. 

. fip Sat^i l&L 219. 

^rat 



tt : Tut ^Ji\ I yJE Vorr:ii.i: 

cn(e)* Hii abittties,: 4tt a^ poot; hrapla^ef^ 
qaeiUoned: He ixras cM^feffiKltjr the grealbft dhir 
Italy ever produced; but thitf pdifiit I flidl^ «(M^ 
infiff on. I ftall now leave my reader (o ji^e^ 
whether he deferves the name of iki» ItalUm M^ 
r^^f for his fatiresy which are of the cpiftolary*' 
kiQd» and into the tranflation of^ whidi !u$ 
very (pirit feems to be tmnsfiifed* I beg the read4 
er not to be ftartled : Thofe of the Keverend teri 

t 

H-rt-n oaly are included -m this pancgyrici ; and 

it is humbly hoped, that their merit may prevail 
on the publidc to cxcufe th6 defefts + of the fd* 
cond and laft^ which were dont into Englijh by-me. 
that they might have the fatisfaQion of feeing the 
whole fet : What I have done, I did for the fake 

- (e) Sat. V. Iin. 159. 

• PeHiaes it would icarce be foreign to mjr.fcbjedv 
Ihofild I tuce this opponnnity of eatering. tlia lifb in h^- 
vour of the Eplfiolary Saiirg. I am feaiiUG what great 
' names I Kaveag^inft me j that Trap in his frale^iona 
p0etic^9 prefers the ftverer manner of Juvenal ; that Dr. 
Young's Umvftfiit Fi^tm b^s biaflbd dke Englifh CriQcic» 
by it*s beauties to think, another method incapable of 
the fame desree of perfefUon: but, pace tanti t/iri 
iixirtmy \ tniak» had he omitted, at lead, one line 
\fk his Satire upon women, he would iiave beei^ no leis 
glofiotts, and have conformed to that genteeler method* 
which Ario(H> has followed, and Horace commends and' 
mn&SAt ; his own ftile agiedng with what he has haH 
m iiis polite epiille to Auguftus ; Satire growing on to 
perfeftion, at length 

■« ■ ' ' ■ g range nnnk 
Munditia ptfulere* 

f This Life and the notes are defitedto be inc(«ded 
iu ihe iame requeft. 

of 



n 
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tfthofi^ which that gentlemaa geneioafly gsve 
81^1 aj^ni^vard for my boldods m uflieiing Aii* 
«fto*s ^cAter poem of Orlando Furiofo to the 
light The tranflations of that work and this are 
di&re&t; that literal, this diffufe: That has 
been coioplaiQed of^ as being (tiff t Whoever will 
lay themfelves coder the fame reftriftions, as the 
gentlemaa did, for whom I tranflated a con/idera- 
ble part thireof^ and to which rules I was confe- 
qnently obBged to con^e myfelf, vdll find, whether 
their Terfes will flow, as fmoothly as the prefent 
tafte requires; And — Whoever will give them- 
feives the tnnible of hunting for the C*s R's and 
0*s in that voluminous performance, may have the 
fatisfadion of difcovering, and, if they pleafe, 
informing the publick, whether it was really the 
rules I was tyed to, or the nature of my own 
pen, which drew that cenfure upon me. I for 
my part will kifs the rod of correAion; and as 
that * was the firft, it is more than probable 
diis will be the laft time, I ihall ever appear as 
Author^ or Editor. 

Tbmplb Hbm&t Croker. 

(^) \ take this opportunity of difelaimingan Aeo* 
vymoiis work, which the Publick has honoured me 
with, I mean. The Obssrvek obsiev'd 'Coiw 
taining (bme harih troths a«inft die Ob/ervati»ns on $h$ 
Fairie ^ifon rf Sfiwtir, £y TUmas Wharton^ M, J. 
O tfejt fas df $mn gsmfi^ m di numJfiU. 
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SATIRE I ♦• 



To. .A^BHANpPK Aftt^t*^ 



FAIN wojald I know, w4 fllOT^^ f« Wb^ 
CHi ?Q]*rfe;j ft95j ^ brpAw and a fri«?4> 

If ftiu xi^ffm ^ <}»9»gbiii*f ff^ mm 

* I have ijlaced thefe Satifes in the onkr they were 
wrote in point of time: This ftrft iatyr was wrote 
A* D. tf cS« imoijediatd^ igf^n €2aiifi0aL ifippofito^s 
^ing tQ fi^ feo pf Su4^ ia Hpfwry^ By 4^ ^oiofi 

we ekter i^to. t^e Ai^thor's difpofij^pa cif mindy w^o^ 
he wrote, an J muft conftqnenify leHlh h the biett^ 
when: » t9a4-HT«f^niQ cdiginal af dicA ikririi h 
wrote in wh^ ^c It^lipip c^ ^-TV?*^ *<ll«'f HP* 
fix>m ArioftoVexcell^^g in 4this. bi^i^iilfii^ hi^ fc^ ^oi|Q!^ji;* 
ed with the title of fri/iiln Fulmln^ the three-forked 
thtmder. 

C If 



t8 THft SATIRES of 

If fome good friend excufes tries to find, 5 
Why, whea'the rc{l fct;ou[t, Iftay'd behind. 

O ikill'd in flatt'ry aU, too well you know, 
How^ fewfto better IsLrts prefernaentf owe ! 
'jTo his complaints each leads his venal tongue, 
Pow'r aad the pnria are never in. the wrong : 10 
Should his good Lordfhip fee the ftars at noouy 
Or thro* the midnight darknefs, fpy the fun^ 
\^ith ifetfon, or without, commend or blame, . 
The echoing cirtle juft repeats the fame ; 
Ev'n thie low flave, that dares bot fawn aloud, 15 
With filcnt flatt'ry joins the fupplt'crowd ; 
Seems to a{>pUttd; and* coti^ts his mafter*s grace - 

By thnifling forward his confentiQg fj^ice. 

.... 

; And yet, whoever biames me for the reft, 

My conduft fliould commend,' in this, at Icaft, 20 

^hat Qiy refufai fpoke .plaiq,.. hopeft fenfe, 

AndXcom^d to fiieak behind avaift pretence : 
t told hun many rdaJR)hs 5 all were true; 
And, fingly, each had led me to perfue 

If 

The 
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TheTamb litifolirei' as'firft; thejirotfeht ca^cf *' '^ 

Of Jifeltfelf, Whfdi jtiffly rpttlfer ^ ''^^' ' ^ 

» • • • , - t 

. •' - »• -J 1 .• I . 

To fordid views,' nor think l"reaf6n wrong, 
it? heaven's 1>^ glft^l ftudy' to prolong'. ' 
Should I the. <:limate change, I .furcLy die*. ^ 
4.t lealt J f]tioul4 — unlefs phyficians lie : . _. ^o 
I think fo too, and think I can foretelL. 
Better than all tKe.college-T-or as well ; . , „,, 

For. what, regards myfelf, . npt the w^ole tribe . , 
Xho* doubly, fec^d^^.couWf^fei:;/!^]?^ prefcribe.' . 
ITcnow full well, my nature ill agrees . . -, ,^. %$ 
With yqur long winters, and the polar breeze ; , 
Could I fupport, like. you, the froft intenfc^.,., _ 

l4efs with the. heated ftove could t difpenfe ; , . 

I. • / •■■ ■ ' ■'■' ." •*. • -''i' ' 

Of cold or heat averfe to both e^^treajns, • ,^ 

To piercing winds* or fuffocatingfiteams^: ...., ,4P 
But moft to ftoves, to which for 4npnths.configa*jd 
The tedious hours muft pafs me, fUU confin'd . - 
Whole feafons there, to eat, or drink^ or pl^ 
'Or fleep, or walking, loiter .life away. . ,^; r ^ 

• •••ft* f '• «■ 

Thence if I peep abroad, the toouritains near 45; 

Dri?e the'^ilf Slaft, my feridet luii^tf to ttar'jf 

C 2 Each 






~ 1 



biftUling from thp |p^, «ffi^flM'4;<> !*««» „. 
And withouj p):9ip§,cl)W\|je tof i\tfj^j^.40^.,- ^p 

Beildes with v^oe^ too. rich to fuit mjf tafle, 
¥ott know ' the German mode to drench his gueft : 
How would my neighbours ^are, w(ien I Recline 
The brimioer. or mix water with my wine ! 
Nay, t (hould ftanre^ by ftrideft rules debarred 

/ • ' I 

From food, with ^nj kind c^fplce pre^'d : 5^ 
How (hould I fare; refolTe, or not to eat, 
Oi dine on pep^r half, and haljf on meat ? 
You'll fay, perhaps, I'm welcome to rcdre. 
Whene'er I pleafe, to my own chamb^-fire^ 60 
Nor need to breathe, within my fnug redreat. 
An air with belches four, or ht with fweat : 
7here might I freely eat niy iimple meis, 
Juft as I pleasM, the cook my meat Oimld dre^ ; 

Ty*d to no rules, enjoy myfelf alone, 6c 

And drink my ime with water mix'd, or none.— »^ 
By your owR tempers, ji|djp;e, how iH ^fith ||^ 

W91^14 fyjf,^ irtl;fewJ f^^or^ ^^J^fffffU 

Ttom 



LU&Of!dd ARI<J9f O. it 
From ASNi i(y iip( S KSBfalA » dweS, 

SuppoTe me ifdi^ tt> Ktft sipia^ oftfikflt, 
My icanty flock in goods muft firft be fpent ; 
Fiti% jeHftuki^ i^lAkil, I bMt firilr p^ortdbf 
A lefs expeooe irouU fisridfk 0Hta bri^ 

Walling for JsAmTottM^eft, wbHiif/rfymnh^ 7% 
To drefs my (eparate^.difli smd humour me f 

But qtuckly tir*d, the difconteated look 

Too plsdn would ^ak the cuties of the cook» « 
I think the catVer too would fcarce refufe 

* w - 

From what his care provides, to let me chule ; 89 
my, fliould I fay, my friend, I beg you'd buy 
Food, that more whdelome juices may fupply. 
This^ tbin^^ or thafr«->>be'll aofwer. Aye ; but yet, 
For oi(ce tbat he f dmeirlbM^ «wic« lbyg«t 1- 
Orhopele&'lfrwotentme; feobforketfr 8{ 

To thuk my ^neamifh ftotedh «orth Ut eare? 

JMek wiufe/ 5fif M^d, tiatf-familJS'd; iJEf c61^ 
tent, 
0amybeft frieods my peevifli fpleen I rent. 

G % You'll 
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You'll anfwcr, thaj my maa n^y 'w;ell jproyide, . . 
My little mealsj, : and a6t the cool^ beCde } ,9^ 
Myfelf direA my dinner ; who more fit. 
Than I^myfelfj. ip5J;»ppcdte.1*)hUi?. ^ ; : J 



r » • • ' • » #. ♦^ 



True ! but ^ilr Lord h^ .toti>pt|cHfav3dg (oofe^ 
To put it ih*my..pQwer to.makfecxpaice^ .' I A 
My poor attpidance has fo lil defcrr'd, - ' . >^i 
It matters nbt'tdliim, tho* I were ftarVd* '^' ^* 






Thanks to' Apdilo; and the fecred Nine,' ' * * 

* ' ' y • ., • . » ... • • r , J 

They gave me bays,' but never gave-^to dine ; 
For 411r my verfe'^has gain'd, rflill might bear 99 
Such clothesi as maftie taiight' Adam firft' to ^car: 

< if now ahd'then my Lord-Ms niilei has brote;' ^ 
And giv'n me-whiercwithalto bny a cloak ; > '''> * 
tfis lavi(b -bottiify he» let- noQJbiaeaiire» .> ; ! A) 
He owns^ hcMie'cr'beftow'd it '4>n,jfayTnufcr'? ^'j T 

He owns.the truth, and tell me,.why (hould I , loc 
A fact^ by long experience known, deny. 



» « 
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I Or 



•~^ 




LUDOViCO ARIOSTO. 83 

Or that I vnfh, (no more fediic'd by pride) 
The paper on my frultlefs verfe employ' 
Better, th6* homelier ufes had fuppl/d 

His chara£bcr,.fuppbfe/vVflth worthy praife iio 
To lateft time th* applauding Mufe conveys ; 
Wifely he fcorbfir to purchaie a good name^ 

Or barter prefent goId> for future fame. 

• . . . *"» 

Could I run ,|)oft> 01 hurry up aad down^ ; . 
Attend his train in country ^ and in town, . . II | 
Clofe at his iide, on water o^.db land^ : ' 
Watch every nod, like fpaniel in command. 
To feize the cloak, the cane, the glpves^ the hat, . 
Ready to help off this, or reach him that ^ -. 
Or cool hisbottle with dtftki^^otinice, * 120 
At night in w^ter, . and at uoon ia ice. 
Such o£^es might merjt his regard,. . 

And &ott 4gr«tefi}^ matter gain reward* ' 

My yerfe^ has done him honour, he agrees* 124 
What thinks to me i that wrote^ myfelf to pleafe i 

LJn. 1 14, afr. Sec Nottf f^} h Aribfto*s 12^. 

' ' ' C 4 Un- 



%4- . Th» satire^ :9P 

Unalk'd I chofe his vmSet to rebcarfih 
Who wanted more my fervice than m^ yerfe^ 
And gave me, b return for windy £ame^ 
A barren office with a founding name ; 
Eor lai^ gs^fft tbe hlirpy tdoQs grcaik 130 

Of lawyvr'ft deriur for taftik6fm^ifB> : - 
Forc'd •r'a for thi«, lopK wearjr 9»kt to lidcS^ 
Often to change my bode^ and oft niy guides 
O'er rugged roads to prefs with fpur and whip^ 
Or troft frj^ iedc M feibe unwl^ 135 

IVke my td^f!^, frietid Mard, (hvi^ tliylpt 
Into the jak^, ij/itii S^iA Bgbt thy lire; 



) ! 



Lin, 199* Jh0ren^ Sec Hippolito* as ArchUfhcy 
of Mflafl, Oaii AMo (foiiegue WitE die dnuid Con- 
ttMe of mtklMamSf 6f t^M; ^i^ k^ htk 

•ijpffiy as MricaKf dMtfMMt iiiiilbiai^^ 



' ' f 



Lin. i^S.^^tneidMarth^An ingpruoas poet !n tEe 
Duke of Ferran^ ttiiih; MbtA ile hu ikMtkti^ fn 1A 
OaLANDo J^mioi% i].9b 9u^ii l^kfttl^lddbgAf 
Hippdito, he &ys, 

La cut farita tta vu^ il iiel £tnfi9 * ^ 

Criim& un USaron^ come itnaUro Me Augufie, 

f J ■•./.... . ' ' ' ' ; 

RAJfSLATION. 

A»d in kia UopmioiL ag^^v^ bei«cUA'd» 
tie an Aognftiis IhaU a M«o find. 

Woold'ft 
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WQuId'ft thoa •r bretd or kind iiicepaiiot cki, > 
The more ifcefidUtltrtf jprqmtetoliBa^:' ' 
But think hoW dear liiuft diy prcfatteit tofti 146 
Frottttii ttft i|ioiliAitd<»riit thy ftadd^ Ml ; 

He ventures far too deep for wretched pelf. 
That 6ti Si caA at hazard flakes himielf. 

Nay mdt9y ip ilrilce ^ms^t IMSi nmfgtxS^M bidf. 
Than mi tb; Loi^d, to Nidlaif s y^U^ iWlii; leM^ ' 
Ev'n this poor privilege thoa'lt vainly crave, 146 
To die a 6e«ttirt, that hatt liv^d a flave. 
Or filbtdd li pro^, by <!hafi<iCj thy happier lot. 
If Ith fiir tdilknt to flip diis (ibrdrail knot. 
Strip aildlMIk o^, content thy tldn to fave, 150 
And thank h!M if tie takesr but what he ^te. 

If I mnft ^"OUdfM^Iig to die laff. 

Why let thim^^i, id(» Klfhtft I ifHwA Hell 

I could sot feneir, kl IbrtrfAc take thrrdk v t^ 

111 could I fpare the little I fhould quit, 

Y*t to tM» M can patidntly Ibbnut ; [ ' ^ 

DepriVdalreadly of my bend's efteem^ , 

I count ail elfe for trifles, lofing hiiti? •' - " 

On 



To fcom m iittm tkkt dtikgsr » ttHMI iHlia f *' 

Tho' mi^fp6ihitAy bms toiW|^» ... . 

With fileoce wH coatcnwi;. wuQor'd*. to fise . 

The flattVer.of bufFpcm fxdkrfdtQ mc > 

To eac at coimAoa boi^F$», not laftiog w4r» , , 20Q 

That other folks may lee me dine in ftate ; . . • 

tor pride, convenience never to forego/ 

Or facnfic^ a iiibftsuice toi ihow. 

^w X can ftreteh mf legs and walk at VpUf ^ 

Ifor blnfli t^fk%r wh^ Plow, awl th^i Jip4ftr,/; .. 
Two Uttle.to^ ton} ««il» iad4te> f^^u 



'^' r- c. i, 



. »- 



* ' Se irismetftiib lUr^driurJe&liMi 
Undre&'d, and unattended, to be i<S^ ^ 
Thafl-|Mf^d^, ttr^aita^ik^itt'lWdfr ' 

Ani teaze'my neigli6oWTW^ dJl>pj!lS!^^iiitS'i 

^iU weary with chicani, their jpegce.tpWy^i : 
On my own terms un\nlling they comply. 2 1 5 

) : For 
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Fof t^ to h^a»> ;,|ift ^y jpatdfii|Jmpd||» _.. , 
Tha^ ia mj fa^er^? ho»if<^ |ind fethefis 1$^ ^ 
Without dependence or cpnftraint IIitc. :/ 
Myhqnj5ftiiaglliJ^offlr$^«ar^ ,., 

Ufe no loiir ^fi? .^ iH^fi""^ ,' ^ Vm^f^ . 

Nor b^ (w ^kM, I w><9t» .9^ W^WS .? «<»fc 



1 ^ 



Bat that my tate no farther may proQc^i, 274 
To tu-e ont hhn that writes, and thofe that read, 
I'm gricy'4^: tfejs jffli.rpQr .t^i^ I cqqW ij^. ^1^ . 

Jfotfor^iy^pj^, |W^ft)?mYW^'s45*^i.ro v. 
If thisf^o-^jfl^j feiqi^t, t^^Il^avcjisl ... 
Reafons ip. il^c B>.«:sw4 ? 'f<;cw4 fc^^t^ . 

On my fupport our family depends ; 230 

Sidtll the reft Adc co (ei^ q^ jpiii^te a^i 
Of^fivei two iikiothcrs onfly left at home, ' ^ 
The otl^r three iv\ fearct;^ of £^tuQe ixxiSf\, 

J , . .. 

lyin. 219. See Note {dj in ArioAo-a{^«: . 

Lin. 2304 {5^. S«e Note^ ^T^^ In Arioftoli Life. ' 

Dif- 



'3b "VH'»4AT4ltfe1S^'6V- 

Difpcm, as cKance nab led tRem, here and there. 
At NSaplesi Ttome^" and Buda, God knows where! 
Since all Une bufinels reus on me alone/ 236 

In point oFufe,* the 'two may countfor one : *' 

You knoiRT poor Gatrht^ lanie of hands arid^feet, 
Confin'cf to paffive^lifei'^to fleep ahd'feat/^ "' 
Such from his cHHdhbbdi'-'-'Whftre cari I tkpt&;'24X> 
He flioulJTliave learned ejtpefiencc to dlfeflrl ' * 
Since publick places are t^ie proper fchool 
To qualify a man for private rule. 

Onc'fiflfer Ml, a^fiftlr, "xcmHIris ^6'fliite, ' • ' ^ 

. • . • ♦ » I, 

The other four difpo^'d; a brokers 'caret " ^'45 
She muft b6 fettled tdt)/ ^d whofhaltraifc' " 
The portlbn/ except rtontirive' the Ways^? '"'' ' 



Lin. a^yji-^ -At'^l^pt^'l^mi, j^ni^hrA J&ihso^ 
ther Charles ^,Na|^ej)^(w^ he. died^ f.«?F?Xted Ay 
thofe who knew and^, admired him for his , mih'Wy 
talents. His brother Galailby at Rome', a 'churchman 
and courtier. His brother Alexander at Buda, with 
Cardinal HippoIit6K'"^^*> -i V. '. '■ '. ' * \ ^ ' 

Our 
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Oup mother, worn 'with age and cares, to quit. 
Will tendernefs and decency permit ! 

No child to cdmfort, when in pangs flie lies," 256 

• _ ^ _ , •, . 

When ftie expires, no child to clofe her eyes* J 

The firft of ten am I, aod cow grown old. 
For winters four, and four times ten, ryetold,, - 
From fooie yesfirs backw^dj^ my decline can d^^ V 
Since firft my night-cap cover'd a bald pate, • 255 
The little- reft'-bf life, I'd gladly fave, ' ' " ' 
And difengag'd move gently towards mygrare. 
While you, the produft of a later womb, ' ' — • 
Have eighteei years of folfy yet to come. 






The ftage,' a 'weary aftori I^efign, ' - 266 
To you bequeath the part,- which once was mine ; 
Be yours the-eare, a wayward Lord to pleafe, 
And fell, fw 'airy pfOfpefts, folid eafe ; 
Wait, travel^ fetch and cariy, fawn for hire, 

And — ^be refus'd permiflion to retire : 265 

Serve him for both, that he content may be 
To lofe a lefs obfequious flave in me. 

Lin. 24»;:>fef^ See Note/*; in ArioftoV Life. - 
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• * 

Has chain'd me down, that I muft ftill fubmic 
To treatment for my age and rank nnfit. 
With heats and colds a tender health impair, -j 
Expofe my life ta breathe corrupted air, V 

Subjefts, beneath an haughty matter's care ! ago ^ 
Tell him, and tell him plain, ia^terms conclG^ 
I think my freedom worth a better price ; . 
Tell him, he rates his fcanty alms too high. 
If feeming to reward, he meant to buy. 

Once on a time, an afs with &fting thin, 2^5 
His bones but barely covcr'd with the (kin. 
Thro' a crack'd wall, a paffage far from wide. 
To rob a flack of com, found means to (lide* 
When once got in, he play'd his part fo well. 
He neither loft his time nor balk'd his meal : 300 
Glutted at length, he thinks of a retreat. 
Hence came the proverb, Afles think too late ; 
For lo I the wide-ftretch'd belly ftopp'd his way. 
The reckoning for the feaft the bones muft pay« 
At laft a moufe, that pity'd his difgrace, 305 

Taught him the only means to quit the place. 
Quick to difgorge the corn, or wait th' efcapc. 
Till regularly ftarv'd to former fhape. 

D So 
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So, to mic4iiflf-^if my goodXerdisks thouj^t 
The fervice fee Jtiai ii^i too 4earlyJ?pvglu^ J^ifc 

I^t him take,|)iibck Jmjb :tmbe^ . iu^ 
V. a' . • ' ' H^^— >. 

Lifi.. 3 to. ArioHo in this Satire feexns to eibbli^h a 
point of doArHie^ ivlHdi at firft fight nia}r appear fnne^ 
what exti^fljparjr, inaieiy» <faat it is {ladble i^r i fa* 
perior to be an^f|^eAi|l t^ hi# Werjftr, ^^ in^dl, ike 
negled (hewn him, and the very pitiful reward beftowed 

09 JM6 impoftasit fisrvioes, by his Fatrpo, bear veiy hard 
upon that jrablem^a's ^gratitti^e sini ^mw^&ty* ^^|^ 
were th^ corr\ipted manner of the gentuijes before us I 
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S A T 1 R E ir*. 

To Galasso Ariosto. 

; 

Since I am ^ragg'd by cruel fate to Rpme^ ' 
Agaiaft jny eager wifh IP reft at home \ 
Since I muQ: fee the gloating Cacdinals . . 
Glitter, like ierpentSy in their aew-got fcales ; 
Kovf diat the dam|>s kfs dangerous arife, S 

Tho* a worfe p.lagqe poor m^Hi» tcrrifi^ 
The Law-^aow^ia4)9^ feer Isbm-wi^el^ 
Wheace Uvi(^ ibuk the pas^g^ ^f daam'4^9^ liptfll 

• This fiitire was wrote A, D, 1519. ^Galaift be!n^ 
(Bll at ItMse ; tmn whenee %» iveiit to CemiiA y, t^ 
the Emperor «fi jn^o^dc, «a finliroy ior thePidbc^t 

Feirara, aaj dyed thcrc^) 

Lin. 4. SM.g9f /aAt. tkudui bftg^ing ^bf ^AJdt^tt 
and Lent, the Cardinals put ofF the rafe^ fcarlet, and 
wear the 'vhlace^j violet-coloured drels. This mull be 
Lent, from the damp^ being difperfed, which arol^ 
fsom the overflowing of the Tiber in winter. 

Lin. ^96,^9 8. A curious periphrasis of faying> 

ft was Term time, 

D 2 Gm^ 
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Gdlaffhf near that venerable pile, 
Whofe patron faint, in military ftyle, i o 

Unlike the conftant meeknefs of his Lord, 
Made MaUo feel his unrelenting fword, 
A proper lodgiiig for four beafts provide. 
Two, that are ridden, and two more that ride ; 
My own old batter'd mare, a fcurvy mule, 15 
My lackey John^ as fliubborn to the full, / 

And I, as ihuch worn out, you'll add, perhaps, r 

as dull. J 

V 

Let oiy apartment tho' not large, be neat. 
Chimney, or window, prythee, don't forget 
I love warm fires, good light, that I may read, 26 

Tho' not to climb iix ftories to my bed ; 

Nor think my quadrupeds below your care. 

Sweet hay, and other requifites prepare ; 

Afker their journey 'twere not over-good 

To let them gnaw their manger 'Aead of food. 25 

* 

Lin. 9, 10. St. Peter's church, whofe Patron Saint 
Ariofto feems to cenfure for cutting off the High Prieft'i 
fervant*8 ear. 



See 
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See that my Landlord for my bed provide 
A fofc, wann mattrafs; that my wearied iide 
May not thro* pain deprive me of my reft. 
Nor he at night be waken'd by his gaeft. 

Lay in wood-fuel^ long iince cut and dry, 30' 
And my plain tafte let a plain cook fupply ; 
One> who mil drefs, not fpoil my little bit. 
Not one, who can inflame the appetite^ 
With various fauces raife it, tho' 'twere dead. 
And make the full-gorg'd glutton rear his head. 35; 
Let Sir Verranoy born to cram his gut,^ 
Up to the ears greafe his devouring fnout. 
Perplex and interrupt his cook ; and fret 
Himfelf for want of appedte, not meat- 
Let our new chamberlain, whpfe noble race 40 
Hold Adam's trade, of digging, no difgrace. 
Proud of his poft, hire fome ingenious cook 
To fweat o'er fpits, and blacken in the fmpak 

Lin. 40. The indignation Ariofto mentions t>is 
p^^rfon with, arifes from his being exalted to this poft 
from that of a footman, probably currying £&voar by th^ 
meannefles cenfured, Sat. i. lin. 170. 

D 3 Or 
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Or peep ta cauldron^i vAth importatit care, 
Extrafting ev*ry rclHh hxttiei there ; .45 

Our chainberlaitf> whofe neyer-feUlng fSiaft 
Was nifty bacoft tritk white cabbage dred 5 
Yet now can tell you^ proud of feeming Dice, 
That fowl was fed oa barley, this oa rice ; 
Unlefs variety and airt coofpireii 50^ 

My tafie — oaited delicacies t£pe« 

Since you, Galaffoy by experieqcc knpw, 
I my whcrfe health tQ moderation owe. 
Water from river, not from fpring, provide, 
And keep it fome days banifti'd from \i% tide \ 5^. 
Thus purify'd, I'll drink it quite alone. 
For, as to wine, I care not, if I've none ; 
Or if I chufe to mix It, at my will. 
From the next tavern Jack may fetch a j7Il : 
Ev'n the low wines, our mar(hy grounds produce*' 

Unmix'd with water, fuit not for nty ufe, 60 

»' > 

' Lin. $^^ TKd doiccnt of the iiKti^n made t)ie Tiber 
Wnmuddy: to be drinliidble, tili it bad flciOd. a oHifidwa* • 

ble time. . ,. . ... 

Bat 



A nd peftilehtlal t^pdurs rack my heki ; * ' ~ 
}uigt then of thofe, whidi gfoMrOitBurttltig rtiWfeJ 
Where Sd/thdr ^vhdeimpiifott*(f force trtrfodfei'i iPf^ 
They ht one fingle n^ht vtojM flop thy bfetttfr ;* "^ 

Piftolor poifon wete notfarelr dttith. 

Clofe U U» ibdy fii«% our ^iJ^g pskSk . ^ 

0*er thefe hi^iilgeiir bovtft^ while dSAltft* ., 

His hungry cong^ceKation waits in vaio^ ^o V 
Wifhiog, he'd coxne^ the gofpel to explain, >4 

Begin, or rather end his dull, tbo' aoify firain^ ) • 
At laft he com^ deep-crimfmM-o'er his &co» 
A certain token of unlettered, grac^e ; 

He mounts, thie pulpit crackWs with M^ weighty 7 c 
His awful eye-brows the moft diftant threat 5 
Againft his brethren he exclaims aloud, 
That they are too luxurious in their food. 
In taverns, more than chrrtrches, take delight, 
TeAd o'er fat capons, qtratf the IJve-lMg n%ht y So 
While, could yoti ruittniage his own' private oSy 
Np Noble's lurder e'er was ftuff *d (b well, 

♦ . * * 

D 4- tH: 



40 ,Th«t satires, o* 

Let ittc have books, thofe moments to bqpik, - 
When the rich prelate, in his haughty ftyle, 
|U»r« to his Porter— Here, let who will come, 85 
Be fure you tell them, I am not at home : 
So monks, caroufmg at their far nte meals, 
Silence the interrupting found of bells ; 
Sir, fliould I fay, for Sir's the proper word 
Ev'n at a cJobler's ftall, or taylor's board, 90 

Good Sip, tho'^to a tatter'd Swifs, I pray, 
MSiy Inot fee his eminence to day. 
Jfofproka to moy Maijler hater goud^ 
Yqu go your hdgee, comt as when you con J. 
Sir, be fo kind at leaft, to let him know, 95 

That Lewis Artojio is. below. 
He* anfwers, that his Rev'rence would not lee 
St. Paul himfelf, tho' on an embafly : 
And anfwprs right ; for if, as does my thought. 
My eyes could penetrate the guilty fpot, 100 

r 

Lin. 93, 94- The.Swife in England anfwers ta the; 

Spaniard in Italy, they being generally die low fort ofc 

porters at the doors of the great. In the original, Ari- 

ofto inferts bad fpanifli which I take the liberty of 

making Swifs-Englifli, and almoft literally what I had 

^e mortification of hearing-fome time ago. 

Such 
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Such ^ckedaefs would open to my fight, 
I need not be furpris'd, it fhun'd the light: 
Then to their darling fins let them retire, 
And I reviiit my own guiMefs fire ; 

There of &ge books the fage advice obferve, 105 
My innocence and poverty preferve. 
Nor care^ what wretches gain the honoursj 
deferve- 

Methinks you alk — ^Wbat brings you then to 
Rome? 
Why praife, and yet detert your native home ? 

'Tis to obtain more ftriA autjhoiity, . .110 
Make flubborn A^lan with my fees comply, 
And punifh the ingrate, who my fmall dues 

deny. 

Befides, if the old Prieft before me dies. 
Pick up St. Agate's wealthy benefice. 
Shaft I then £dl into the very noofe, 1 15 

Which Satan, as Tve faid,- prepares for thofe. 
The loaves and fiflies only who regard. 
Nor look, beyond the income, for reward ?* 



Be 
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Be quiet; fricad h it oe'dr vna mj de^b* 
To kee|i U to it)9fetf» buf torefiga ttt 

To fome gne ^fe and hsaru*d, nay piotn tM, 
If Rome's whole pekffhood fiicb a maiKCattiie^ ^ . 

Lei Irin^ take CiHre,^ V» nuutners it doa'D fpdU ^ 
The curate good <^l ptoft9 a reftor isUe t 

Kopaj^Mfitry of g^b fiiaU flfte^sduce^ .. izf 

To take the office, an^ the charge ablets ; 

And as no drefs, fo neither ring, think I^ 

Shaff e^er begtrik mt of my Hberty « 

If prieA, all hopes muft vanifh of a wife f 

If marrtija, then adietr the clolllet'd Me; 1^0 

N(yw^ ^ I knoW» h^dW ^kle is and r^ft 

r 

Eath my refolvfe, ho^ galling ev*rydidn. 
Why ftttWild iVer that Gordiaa knot perfte,. 
W^ich no repenting Aruggles can undo i 

Yet ftill you aflt-Wby ihea fuch favours, cravcv 
For other's profit why are yon the flave i |^5 

The >«0rft of flave&i for ibo? the mitred Gfeat 
All their inferior's £ervkes forget. 
Let them but once accept the finalleft poft. 
And ever after count their freedom loft. 140 

WDuld yoYiy my brother, then, I (hould prefer 

The lazy coEifort of my eafy chair. 

And 
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And tho* my t!ife(ho!d waai by forttmc prtfflf. 
Ne'er rife to hai! the ever -wdtoorfie gucft ? 
Such indofefioe flight ivett itkt^cywit bowSy t0 
So grofr a ftuiit ev'n Khomld UnOk tDp ovvo. 

You knoWj when ill the good, old paftor lay, 
What greedy crouds fat watching o'er their prey ; 
When half the meflengers that came of courfe 
To alk if he was better, wifh'd him worfe : 150 
He knew it too ; and when recover'd, fear'd, 
Polfon might kiD, tho' the diflreffiper %r'd: 
Stung wfth this diought, he offered to refigu 

His benefice, if I'd fectrrc it mine : 

I calmly an(wer*d, that I mttft- refiifei r jj 

Butwifh'd, he'tf yod or Alexattder chooft r 

He rightly judg'd, tho' I difdain'd the pelf. 

His other friends might prove too like himfelf^ 

For he di€ ^iirchfs profits (till dcfir^d, 

Tho' from the empty hooam he retir'd. 260^ 

Lift. 147. The origina! here bciog crabbed andttfi^ 
ifitellfgfble to diofe, who tirt not verfod in the laW'terflM^ 
of the coftrc of Rome, as rewjkn^y'renuntkttkmf &d 1 
have made bold' tcr after* die {rf^ir, yet not withbac IMJSt. 
ly a^dherin^ to the (atiric iatendon of Ariofto. 

NuA- 
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Numbers have thought me very much to blam^ 
In this refufal ; In one fenfe t am : 
Were on preferment's ladder thus my foot. 
Who knows what height I prefently had got i 
The pooreft, meaneft abje6ls up this path 165 

Have traveird till they've left ev'n kings beneath. 
And beep ador'd, without the leaft pretence 
Togoodnefs, wifdom^ learning, common fenfe. 

Is there a man from vice and folly free ? 
If fo, let him ftand forth, and ceafure me 170 
For owning, I Rome's richeft gifts defpife. 
If liberty muft be the facrifice : 
Say what avails to fit fupreme at board, 
Be ftyl'd your honour, rev'rence, or my lord ? 

Lin^ 161. From this to lin. 31^. is perhaps the ^- 
vereil piece of fatire, that could be wrote againft the 
whole court of Rome ; and indeed if we look into IdC- 
tory; we fhall find, thsL% that, wherever impartial, will' 
fttffidendy authorize this proceeding. The reigns (to 
fpeak in the hngoage. of the tranflator of the befl and 
moft impartial papal hiftory extant) of Alexander VI^ 
and Julius II. who lived in ArioHo's time, clearly 
evince this— See Htfi. dti Papes. torn, IV. 

A(k 
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Afk the more happy carver ; he can tell, 175 

The middle gueft, nay lowell:, dines as well ^ 
Nor will confolidated mitres make 
The heart Ie(s heavy, head lefs apt to ake* 

Some idly proud and infolently vam, 
Phce all their blifs in their large fweeping train; 
Slow and unwieldy move with pompous glare, 181 
Infeft the ftreets and make the vulgar flare : 

This I, rebuke my folly they who pleafe, 

Have ever thought, nay, call'd mock happinefs; 

And faid— For true content in fmoaky Rome 185 

My Lord is far inferior to his groom : 

No higher objeft in his breaft refides. 

Than being ready, if his mafter rides ; 

That over once, he's. free the live-long day. 

To pafs, as beft he likes, the hours away : 190 

No greater angui(h does his bofom fed. 

Than left he mifs the comfortable bell ; 

Left, if too far his wandring footfteps rove, 

He lofe his dinner, to indulge liis love 2 

^Lin. 177. This is apparently aimed at his ungrateful 
patron Cardinal Hippolito, who was Archbiihop of 
Strigonia, Milan, Modena, Bnda on the Danube and 
other chorcbes. ^ 

He 
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Hei where he wfll may^fteer Ms hoedlefs couffe, 
Truigc it on foot, or tafee KJs maftcr's horfc ; 196 
Alone or not, he ftSl has his €X€ufe, 
This hof^is lacks Me^ tHftt ft new let<lf^oe8; 
Combia'd with bkckiiiutb^, at jiis Lord may fiicer^ 
Whp pays for work what xhcy drinJc out -in beer ; 

l^y welkin frock ^drxrmftcoa^.ap and dowjOy 20 j 
Or Rtut 49 fuU-dmft jttr'ry tfcrp' . the t^W - ' 
While his j)oour I<or4, . tbe :poorer of the two, 
LeifiAi bb tnotsoeto tM:f eafe M^ 4kpWi . . 
P^udiitf^ afliMe ^ d^oTit^ b^,v. : ,.. su); 
Tho' cares attend ftftdgroswing cb^rge^ 4^eat« 

Go now, congratulate his eminence 

On his mpre num'rpus train, a Wild ejcpence! 
Confole him, that perhaps, in two years fpace. 
He may dlfcharjge tbej)urchare of his place ; 210 
Sut blab not, .what he from himlelf conceals^ 
That his oli debts cjofe follow at)iis heels ^ 
That now, two jterips paft by, the third's approacl| 

Threats, if he ftirs, to feize his forfeit coach : 

*., • . . . . 

* Lin. 20 ;. The CajdinaTs hat inhere meant, which 
was 'beautifully adorned wiA green.; Each Cardinalw 
llil^ His Eminence. 
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Untouched Evangelifts Jli$ tdbk ifedc, 2;I5 

His ftudy, thp' in va'm^ is how to check 
His gologs out, hi$ iDGQmIss to iocreafe, 
A&d drive wltbia an hair's breadth of diftrcfs* 

Hark I hels fummonM by St. Peter's bell : 
Are all his Lordfliip's fervants there ? *tis.well: 
For fliould the leaft of his retinue fail, \ ^zt 
His pompous houfe becomes his doleful jail ; 
Nor dare he more ftep forth into the ftreets ' 
Than the poof poet, overwhelmed with debits. 
Who in hi^ lonely cell> for fear of bailiff) iweats : 
Then, vanity, for .one Mrhole <lay — adieu! 226 
And, ataike, do thou ariie in lieu : 
His Lordfhip's nags, their coftly tr«pptngs off. 
Stand plying at the quay ; a publick feoff I 
He worics them hard 5 for hungry after pelf, 23P 
He*ll keep to ufelefs trutc— except himfelf, 

Tbtte may be one, ixdth fnug prefepmeilfisAvam, 
Whom no crouds teaze, nofteward's bills alarm^ 
Who lives at eaic, enjoying what is giv*a, 
A^d bleifiag the all-b9UUteous haod gf ho^'a : a i S 
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Yet will his happinefs for ever laft ? 
Will no rude ftorm his blooming profpefts blaft ? 
Ambition's cank'rous feeds (hoot up, and fpoil 
All other plants that deck'd the beauteous foil : 
He fighs^ alas ! and wifties— Could I (land 240 
At the Pope's elbow, fecond in command ! 
Could I that poft but to myfelf fecure ! 
It falls : he gets it : now he's happy fure ! 
Ah, by no means : his hopes now higher foar. 
Scarce patient to be deem'd the fucceflbr^ . 245 
He in hi^ daily thought and nightly dream. 
Devotes to ruin what obAru 6ls his fcheme, 
Curiing the very fourcc^ whence his own honours 
fiream. 

Sappo{e him Pope : what can he wiftifor more 
Than this, the Zenith of difpotic power ? 250. 

Lin. 2-49. It is not only in his ^tires that'Artofto is 
levere upon the Popes. See his Orlando Furioso, 
canto 34. St. 80. and canto 46. St. 84. — It is whimfi-. 
cal to fee a* Pope, Leo X, excommunicating thofe, who 
do not approve of that very poetry, which condemns 
the Papal tyranny. 

Now 
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Now from obfcurityi above dilgrace 

Starts into light his num'rous baftard race : 

Thefe mull have places ; and his aaxlous miad^ 

Not to the duties &i his church confin'd, 

Mttft bear this toil : no pious thought? occur '255 

To drive the Pagaus out, diilreis the Moor, 

Begin fome w^tt^ aji Ghrifteadom would join, 

Tho' what tlSey gtia'd were fettded on bis ^ne. 

His fav'rke Itn^ ! that to no diftaooe roams 

But reign with favage tyranny at home ; 260 

Banifh the nobles, their eftates divide. 

Of if they kHl theolk^ the weak laws deride, 
The fat&er'd paWtf proteds the bd^asrd' 
prtd^. 

He, not c<HKent wkh ev'n this barbi'rons fway. 
Invites fome foreign force to ihare the prey ; 2^} 

Lin 262. This literally happcAed in Ariofto's time. 
Valentin, fori of Alexander VI. killed his own bi-oflief 
and defrided pablick juftice thft* a dtfeoAdticy oti hik 
fa|her*s power. TkB nephew, that i^^, fon of JuHus }h 
did the fame thing after murdering the Cardinal of 
Pavia — See fflj. des Pafes, to*. tV, 

E Thus 
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Thus to extingtiifh many a noble race, 
That his with eafy Aide may fill their place ; 
By way of warlike ftores, hence iffue out 

Indulgences, Anathemas whatnot? 

Ko means, howe'er unjuft, he fails to try, 27O 
That may his greedy troops with pay fupply : 
If to his aid he Swifs or German calls, 
That burthen on his wretched fubjefts falls : 
Their hireling force muft batten and grow fat, 
The natives fcarce have privilege to eat, 275 

Vve often heard and thought the maxim right. 
That prelate's purfes are, or fhould be light : 
Their incomes will not over-much afford 
For charity, and th' hofpitable board ; 
But (hould fome mifer mount the Papal throne, 
Illiterate, with little fenfe, or none, 281 

Vile tho' his principles, his conduft bafe. 
His heap'd up treafures ihield him from difgrace : 
It hurts not him, that the half-fami(h*d throng 
Vent half-heard curies, as he drives along: 285 
His fav'rite objeft he perfues : in vain 
The fervants, flarving, of their Lord complain ; 

With 
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With wealth's increafe increafes too his hope. 
Three fourths of his year's iDcome to lay up : 
His flaves their fcanty mefs by weight receive. 
And bread of fuch an hue, one can't believe, 291 
The corn e'er felt the fan, or pafs'd the cleanfing 

fieve : 
The wine, as good as bread, or meat of courfe. 
Now on the lees has fuch a pungent force, 

*Tis fatal as a fword, or may perhaps be worfe - 
Or if by chance 'tis good, he ekes it out, 296 
Paufes and dreads to put the toaft about ; 
Watches you clofe, and is as much afraid. 
As if his neck were glafs, to turn his head : 
Rather than wine, confin'd to.fuch a flave^ 300 
Let me, ye Gods, water and freedom have ! 

Would the two fcanty .falary permit 
The chaplain to appeafe his appetite, 

Lin. 296. The original fays— The wine is ropy, 
and being turned feems afraid of breaking its neck.— 
This feemin^ forced, I have fubftituted what is rather 
a reflection on the mafler of the hoafe, than on his 
cellar. 

E 2 Ev'n 
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J£v'a I ihouU tfabk he had fmall caBle of grief, 

Tho' doomed to tafte no higher fare than beef ; 305 

To bear tbk nyach^ difaetkm mtghi( have t«agb£>. 

Without the ieaft cepiaing at his lot. 

In hopes his Lord his &voitrs would befiowy 

And when himfelf content, make him (o too : 

Alas I what idle hopes we entertain i 310 

Toil on in fcrvice, er'ry finew ftrain> 

Thro* heat and cold his intereft perfue. 

Yet fee old friends ncglefted for the new : 

Happy, if after each repeated proof 

Of honeffy, he thinks you*Ve done enough 

To merit the proteftion of his haughty roof. 

Corvino, curate of a certain vill*. 

Had feen ftf ange turns in life of good and Hi ; 

Ere yet diftrels could touch his infant mind. 

Had been the (port of fortune and the wind ;. jao- 

Lin. 3.17.. The original here does not afibrd as the 
leafl light to diicover, who are- meant by die various 
fabfequeiu chara£ter^ t^o* there is an air of iiigeniioa» 
difbrefs siuM thro! it, wUdi would perfuade one> that 
it is no fidtion. 

At 
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At home ]»i» wedltfaj ab«Md bis father, loft. 
His jpeofifc nother fongfat her naisTe cosft ; . 

Her virtae, prudeoce, ab<l her hooeft pride 

The lofs ^ teher, and eAtte fop^y'd ; 

His breaft Wkh lore of karomg &e iiifpir*d« ja^ 

And vfiA. his aqceilor's eaoaples fir'd ; 

In xhi$ perfiiit he fjac'il his only hope. 

This cordial Jxnre his drooping fpirits up, 
And made him fcorn beneath the weight of cares 

to ftoqp. 

Afpiring ftill; and eager aftorfartie, 330 

To tread the Royal courts, he rais'd his aim ; 
With anxious heart approach'd t;he awful throne. 

And trembling laid his humble ofTring down ; 
Then from the court did modeftly recede, 334 
In hopes, his merits their own caufe might plead ; 
Proud, that his gen'rous Patronefs approved the 

deed. 

(His Patronefs, in whofe exalted mind 
Were manly fenfe and female fweetnefs joinM, 
Qn-whom judicious Hymen did confer 
The only Man, that could be worthy Hei; :) 340 

E 3 Blefs'd 
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Blefs'd in a friend, contented in his cure. 
Was fc^rce aiham'd liis neighbours knew him poor : 
His reftor's fodai, learned, kind difcourfe 
Beguil'd this thought, and eas'd it's pungent force: 

Returning from his friend one day, he heaird, 345. 
To a grand chaise his rcftor was preferred ; 
Tho' gratitude and friendfhip warm'd his breaft. 
Yet in himfelf he greatly was diftreft : 
Ifis neighbours flock around and wifli him joy, 

« 

fii melancholy mood he makes reply : 350 

Joy, friends I judge, you, if happier I am, 
My toil increas'd, my income ftill the fame ; 
The friendly converfe and the focial hoft. 
And more, than half of all my comfort, loft. 

T. H. C R, 
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S A T I RE III*. 

* 

To Hannibal Maleguccio. 

r 

Since you fo earneflly defire to know, 
At Duke Alphonfi's courirtiow matters go, 
My humour how my new employment hits, ' 

If the chang'd faddle wrings, or eafy fits ; 
You'll fay perhaps, that if I now complain, '5 
My back Aill fufiers from the former ftrain ; 

You'll fay perhaps, how light foever laid. 

No burden fuits the fhoulders of a jade ; 

Think as you pleafe, I'm ready to confefs 

I Uttle Uk*d the firft, a fecond lefs j 10 

• This was wrote A. D. 1520. after his having beyi 
at Rome and found Leo X. ungratefully overlook him. 
I think I run no rifk in averting this is as elegant sin 
epiftolary fatire, as ever yet was wrote. The various 
turns, the iimplicity of the jdories, ^nd the niod^fty of 
anger, that reigns throughout, fhew the poet, the gen- 
tleman and philofopher, in their ftrongeft lights. 

E 4 ' My 
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My heart confulted keeps it's conftant tone. 
And bid tpik^k it's ferviee, chu^s npne : 

Rail as you will, the cafe is much the fame. 
If nature or ill treatment bear the bl^me : 
I fcorn with art my failings to deny, 15 

Or cloak 'cm with a well-concerted lye. 

Ha^ lOy gpo4 fojfe* pka^'4, th' f^ftate to fpare, 
Inftead pf len te kare a fiogk fadr» 
Or had I ^oi^i^ nwhea ftf^ ff O^^c'^ tp lifp. 
To ufe %p Sft$9FPt die prevfan^iifiJ {taife. {zo 

Small tho' my vaam^ I (hooW .&^rcf hare thau^ 

A matter vrpT^h l^ |Fo^l)^^ to bp (Qiight, 
Kor aik'd a kbg, |ike Efop's frogs, for me 
To veil mj c^ fOx or to bow my *);nee. 

But now (in<je fortune has prefeiibM my (hare, 
A tythe of the eftate with all the care, adi 

7n fopae dependarjce forc'd, for bread, tp live. 
Sprung from a r4ce not over-apt tQ thrive, 
1 thought it lefs conftraint, tho- Ibnd of none, 
To ferve a noble matter, and but one ; 30 

Rather than he^e ^d there for meals depend. 
Court all the world, and not fecure a friend. 
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I knov tew yi WF fe^tiI^flftJ ^gw^s ■ 

With that, of fld^hitudds ^ pfmX^ li^f ^fe); 
They thinly a coiurc-d£|MMlftaoe £»mothtftg gtfttf* 
Proud of tlpLC honour to. be &2g^€fi of A»ft9, %6 

Who wants a place ? — I afk no piore for mine, 
Than the good fortune quickly to rcfign; 
And moft fiaqerdy long jny f lurge tQ quj^. 
Would kiQd St. Mary jiiwHier fpn think fit* 40 

'Tis no fuch wonder that the felf fame padc 
Seems light to one, but ftr ains another's back ; 
Prefiprment then, that ieems fo good to thee^ 
jt^ay fee;n confinement and a clog to n^e. 

The mgiiti^Dgale, t|iat free fo fweetiy fings, 45 
Miltc in bis ptifon droQp$, apd hangs his wiags ; 
The GoU&ficb Jsears, the lionet loves iis eage^ 
I^ onoeconfia^d the SwaUowbiirfts vic^Tage. 

He that afpires to w^ar a colQur'd ftririg. 
Delights to tread the courts of Duke or King : 50 
Of Cardinals and Pope, who feeks the hat : 
Sat n^Uh^, I) whawUbnor this, aor that. 

It better fyits my t^mp^r, I confef§, 

{^ my own cottage my own roots to drefs, 

4 My. 
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Myfclf the gueft the humble difti prepare, 55 

And'feafonto my tafte the country-fare ; 

Better than, oft no «vser*^(^come gueft. 

On Ortolans at great men's tables feaft ; 

Careleis when weary nature aflcs repofe. 

If flcep a bed of down or ftraw bcftows. 60 

I rather chufe to reft my legs at home, 

Than fond of foreign ftiows abroad to roam; 
Nor wilh to boaft, like many a travell'd fool, 

Tbefe eyes of mine havefeen the great Mc^l. 

Oiir various tempers various fchemes propofe, 
Thefe to the church incline, the army thofe; 66 
Thefe in their native country moft delight, 
Thofe with new profpe6ls glut the greedy. fight : 
Thofe that would fee ftrange places, let them fee; 
They reap the fruit, the labour tires not me : 70 
In peace at home permitted to remain. 
Who goes and whither ? gives me little pain : 

Two 

Lin. 71. Whoever has read the Orlando Furi- 
osp, will be not a little farprized at this parage ; for 
in his tenth canto he gives fo exaft, fo minute a de- 

fcrip- 
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Two feas that wafii th' Italian coaft I've feen^ 
And travers'd o'er the land that lies between ; 
Of Appenniaes and Alps can talk befide, 75 

That thefe inclofe the country, thofe divide. 
Now idlenefs or prudence deems it beft, 
In maps and charts fecure to view the reft ; 
My curious eyes here range from coaft to coaft, 
They need no paflport, and they pay no poft : 80 
To new-difcover*d worlds the voyage perform. 
Nor dread the fecret rock, or rifing ftorm ; 
Nor faints, heaven's courtiers, with a bribe eogage 
Of candles or a votive pilgrimage. 

But that in: ev'ry ftiape I hate reftraint, 85 

This fervice would admit of finall complaint ; 
The terms are good, and what I count the beft. 
It rarely calls me from my native reft : 
Befides it fcldom interrupts the courfe 
Of my lov*d ftudies or abates their force ; 90 

icription of the river Thames, near Lo&don, with the 
places adjacent, that one would imagine he muft have 
been on the very ipot, to which his pi^urefque ' art 
conveys his readers. 

From 



^ . TMf SATIRES .Of 

Frqa vbonire oblig-'d ciftwiHingif to fart, 
I mov^ Meed, fast itme bthmAf wj heart* 

^ Yoa feem to doubt/ by that malicious Jmilc, 

r 

Some Other caufe that w^ds mc to the foil ; 

As if I fought my wcaknefs to dilgiyfe 9^ 

For 9 fmall girl with two pcrfuaf^ve eyes. 

On jaoBor ienteqtioiis mouth your fiagor lay, 
I frecif own it : l»a¥e you more to fay f 
The tntth I feorti ^ evade or to deny, 
IBMr wear nHy fword to vmdicate a !ye. 100 

Why I ftay here, the reafon fhall I give ? 
Btcaufe I have no mind the place to lea re r 
Now let the wifer worM their trouble ipare. 

And of my perfon leave to me die iare/ 

But had I j^oe.to ILwoe, it oiay, be^faid^ 1 05 
;rhere to ff^ipi^p^t^bwting tujrn'd.n^ . b^^it • 
Ere thb in all appearance I had got 
Abbtbs or ponfioM) p^tacies-'^'wkat not i 

Mf boldeft hope$ cputd fcarce too* faf extend, 
EnoMrn to the Pope himfelf, an aooieat iriend^ 



1 (. 
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Loag ere his aierit, cor-'-his^ lu€ky fate iii 

Leal bka a bMdr to fisoooc St^ Peter's fe&t. 

E^tk at a tliiie when banUh^cif^ lA difgrace. 
Ere fortune clear'd from fro>^ns her chariglng face. 
Hie and his friends obliged to feek fupporc, 1 15 
Precarious refbge from a foreign court. 
Where Bemia^ and the train to Phcebus dear 
With all the charms of verfe his exile cheai". 
Patron of vrit buafelf, by all coafefl: 
Greateft in raok^ ianoeodowmfiotlesiftx i^ 

And after, wh^i With happier omens led 

Once move his friends in PlcHfetice raised Ihdr headS^ 
fofc'd their fecfidofis foes to quick recrcai. 
And fhook the ftandard^be^er from bk feat; 
£v*a when from Rome the pleaiing fummons casie 
To takii theTocant chair and £^/sname, 126 
A favVite I, afod^ as to oiit>vard fhow. 
Few could pretend am eq^l length to go* 

Oft has he told me, then perhaps fincere. 

To leave my fortunes to his earlieft care, i^ 

Or wait the harveft of his rip'ring pow'r. 

Next to his brother rank'd. If not before. 

To 
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To Rome I went— you think, that had I fta/d 
Large ftrides t' advancement I muft foon have made; 
That Popes have no employment, but toftied 135 
Mitres and hats on each expefting head. 
If you fhould wonder how fuch hopes could fail. 
Spare your furprize, and liften to my tale; 
It fpeaks a moral, if you think it flight. 
Know, it cofts lefs to read it, than to write. 140 

One fultry feafon when th' exhaufted ground 
Was parch'd for want of moifture all around. 
As tho' th* indulgent Sire of Phaeton 
For weeks had lent the chariot to his fon ; 144 
The wells were dry, the fprings hadfpent their ftore. 
The brooks refrefli'd their thirfly banks no more ; 
O'er burning fands, where Areams were wont to flow ; 
The wide-arch'd bridgcfeem'd only built for (how; 
*Twas then. a yeoman, with pofleffions large. 
His riches once, but now a heavy charge, i jo 
Found, that in common ills the greateft fhare 
Falls to the wealthy both of lofs and care ; 
To fave his cattle pining with the drought, 
Water, with fgiitlefs diligence, he fought : 

Hard 



LUDOVICOARIOSTO. 6j 

Hard cafe I but Aill unwilling to defpair, 155 

Faith interpos'd to try th' dFeft of prayer : 

Heav*n to his earneft tows an audience lent. 

And in return a dream or vifion fent, 

That far from thence within a certain vale. 

To find a fecret fpring he fhould not fail. 160 

Thither with all his thirfty tribe he hies, 

Begins to dig, the welcome waters rife : 
The mailer dips his cup, the only one. 
The crowd about him greedily looks on. 

Friends, let each take his turn : my right allovs 
To me the fir ft, the fecond to my fpoufe; 166 
Next let the children round in order take 
A hearty draught, their burning throats to (lake ; 
Next let the fervants each one quench his thirft. 
But thofe, who work'd to reach it, drink the firft ; 
Then of the beafts we'll take the proper care, 171 
Thofe to preferve we Icaft know how to fpare. 

Thus flood the law, by this they all proceed. 

To claim their rank their fevVal merits plead ; 

Each prelles on, unwilling to be laft, 175 

To promifc future ufc, or urge the paft. 

This 
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This, with no fmall coWcerh^ a ch*lt'riftg Pie 
Heard, wbik heftaftdsnegt^fled, hfpH^mt, 6yt 

Welcome btifibon, in Beita* tirtic*, to thetr 
With idle prateand fotlg^ his mafter's dat ; iio 
Thinks he, if water fells at fuch a rafe. 
There needs no prophet to fbretdll my fate : 
I no relation am, nor learch'd the fprlng^ 
Advantage never bFOUght, nor hope to bring ; 
While others fwill their fiomacks till they burft, 185 
For ought I fee, poor Mag may die with thirft : 
Better walk ofT, and take my chance, than wait, 
Or msA to drink at all, or drink toa Iftte. 

Good coufin, tell this jGmple tale to thofe. 
That, wife in other folks affairs, fuppofe 190 

His flblinefs (Kould think of me before 
The Neri^ Vanni^ Lotti — fifty more. 

Mark btit what nuitibers wait to qtiencfi thch: 
thirft, 
FroQi nephews down to fourteenth coufins-firft. 

Lilt. 195. Flomndae faaSm, caakcfiMA^ to bd 
pwferred by the Pope, who waa himfelf of tha houfe 
ctikcMeJici of Florence. 

^- . - ' Jlcxt 
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Kext— thpfe thait lent th^ haad to stoillit the 

throne, . 19s 

And grac'd his temples with the triple crown; 

Thefe fcarce content, 'tis natural to think 
Another rank ihonld claim its right to drink ; 

S6ch who In Florence laboured to reftorc, 

• • • 

Spite of the faAious Mayor, his houfe's powV. 200 

r . i 

> ... 

Ooe» I was with him in his exile» cries : 
J ri(k'd my neck to ferve hio:!, one replies i 
A third adicabciog on b^ns to bpaft. 
How much he lent, and how inych--might have loft' 
Another for acknowledgments depends 20 j 

For favours to his brother and his friends : 
When neither horfe nor arms dor clothes remained* 

I fet him up, at my expence maihtain'd. 
' ■ ■* . 

If I mnft ^^$it; while thefe tl^elr claims prefer, 

And wait I. forely muft ; metbinks 'tis dear, 2 1 
That ere my fpecious hopes in faft prevail, 
Or I myfelf, or ev'n the fpring may fail. 

Better my wonted quiet here maintain. 
Than prove, if poets fpeak the truth, 01^ feign, 

F Thaj 



3^ blot remembrance out, in LeAi^^ waves. 
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Grant thai.jKePppe^h^asn^vq: fipg'^the ftr^ajj^* 
That cancclp il^eyjf ^ frien^fcifi ajid efteem ^ 
Free from the cpminon vice, fey wJiiQh .the Grefttj^ 
From y?hence, by whopi^i andbow tb^yrpff^ (9X&I7 
I own him Aich, and willingly proclafm, 221 

I found hifBifliU^ :iihol1ug& odviaiic'^, die lame r 
Unlike this: Bpflbrrtisi^i that fe]qiletliclreiids^ ^ 1 
Rife by their Jtelp^ aoidfthen iKg]||£i iheib.frlefidfeA 

When firft I ki\elt before hjsfacr^d feet, 22^ 

' ** .'"/'l^. «..*.>' ...V. «' » -• 

He bowy him>w]j5r j&ppi the p;»r4: fe^t* . -r 

Andoneacl^che^k.an hols Julsiniprefs'i},; : ( 
Nay more, to prove his love beyond difpute, 

Patt^iiet.ittarii^^J-gRaQted^baif my Mt; ' 
TMs, Ity^lpcn^rUtit^md, d!fpafich^dwithe«fe, 23 i 
Wasdvfyfed%i^lMtgfeHarg'd'tfief^'s. ' ^ 

Lin. 232. TRe fees at Rome are fo extravaganfr 
that unlefs t|}{i.f<fljSjg5ft{i ^Jf^^'W^ y^^r^ if«HWii?ity 
from ^^ing th^m, it rather iiyures^ tl^an advances..(hfi 
appKbiht; ^'^' ' '-'^ ^*' ^ *' • i *'' - i '* ^'■" ^" ^ ''• • 
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r : 'My im4^ii«exttd^4. Heefts'd\lqr.tbb$ Popej 
I part, witk |»f<^cfib k^ aild- aky^Mpe, 
Thro* raii>.aii4 pla(hyf cpadr cpoteiic to get . 2iS 
Some auU^to fiipper, durtyy tlr'dv ^iini wet^ 

Wdl How, fuppofe Hislfclifled-fli^^ » 

More th^Lnfitprdfetfij moretBirf^JcSiJl'N^aWP^j:/.* 
That n6>li^ Ife fe«fe-of 'flft^tder; ^'Ha* - • ^ 

Should' thtiVt ^(F^^dti m«^^4Md>fbi> doe^. »:^ 
Ev'n fliould mWt^ Bafad'^afttttKl k* pWiy- * 
On me aibiiis tfc^digiilti^ t«»{te*r?r;» ''*'.• 

This fingle head with hats and mitres load. 

More than at Rome on folema*fiinSifon$ dM^'3 ; 
Shoulcf he, ,with g9ld UACoudfed,.. next 'p'dMiTft' 24*5 
To cram my purle, my poc^etsy ancJ my bj*ed9f ^ * 
If this fumce» me not, go oa to glut* ' 

With gold my 'bowels, bctly,' fVpmack, thr ba't y 

What then ?— would all this rtiadty-raviffi*d ffoyc 
E'er quench the greedy thirft for fomething more ? 
Would this, . or millions fate it's rSit*ning^iw; 451 
Of' bid \h» woFjn of av'iice ceafe to gnaw i 

FdtalDeu trtpf t9 Home wi^ all my Covtl ; ^ 

Nay, if you will, from one to t'other pole, . 

« 

F 2 Could 
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Could I by fuch a vopge the grace acqoire, 255 

To fix my point, nor farther to afpire : 

But were I call'd his Eminence, or bore 

The lowlicft title wth the haughtieft pow'r. 

If the fame mind, with one poflei&on cloy*d, 

Uneafy longs for fomething unenjoy'd y 260 

Why (honld I riik the labour and the pain 

To mount fo many fteps, but mount in vain : 

A viiler choice be mine to reft below. 

While others toil and fweat to make the /how. 

In days of yore, perhaps before the flood, 26^ 
While men were raw, and ignorantly good. 
Long ere the polifh'd world had learn*d the way 
To ftroll abroad like hungry wolves for prey, 
Down in the bottom of an humble vale, 
A certain, namelefs people chancM to dwell ; 270 

Lin. 256. The Pope is ftiled Sinuus Servorum, 
which how well it agrees with their principles of adding 
is obvioas to any one, who looks into almoft any part 
of their hiftory. This title was firil taken by Gregoiy the 
Great, and has been oontiaaed by bis fucceflbrs ever 

Not 
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Not far from theoce the mountain rofe fo high. 
They fimply thought, the fummit touched the fky ; 
Here had they often view'd, the caufe unknown, 
A different Phafis of the changing moon ; 274 
While each increafe or Wane repeats the doubt. 
Why chang'd, why now with homs» and now 
without ? 

Could we, thought fome, more curious than th« 

reft. 
Mount yonder height, the caufe might wdil be 

guefs*d ; 
There, on the fpot, with pleafure might we view. 
Why (he decreafes old, increafes new. 280 

The humour fpreads apace ; and happy he. 
Who firft fliould make the grand difcovery : 
The bag and bafket thefe and thofe prepare. 
Forward to climb, and eager to be there ; 
But found themfelves when reached the mountain'^ 

brow, 

To reach the moon no nearer than below : 286 
Stretch'd on the ground with wearinefs and pain, 
They joia'd to wiflx themfelTes fafe down agua, 

F 3 With 
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Wltjb enrioBS. ejws tiie iaggiog .orxMid bchiad 
Per&ed, atK} as ^heyinouaftcdy QiUxep^'jds .^93 
Here are ^e laAyVrng hard, w^ile, laid at e^, 
Ydo folk e&jey 4hg prpfpcft 4td they pkafe. 

This Movot is fartiiBe's nrhc^l, a,fidkl«f$at» 
As all well know ; but — all zlike.fqfigi^^' 
BlUjd tQ experience, deaf to reafon, there 295 
They feek repofe, and grafp the fleeting air. 

If honour could content (^ o^lad pFOCurc> « 

Did ity to blefs the rich, d^fert tbd poor; 

I'd own, in this if any cafe, the fruk 

Were richly worth the labour of pwribk ; 30^ 

But if we fi^d that Kings and Popes in vain 
Grafp at cepofe, but never can attain ; ^ 
Thofe Gods oo .eartb» qiethinks, fhould (carce bcftow 
That peaoe ou ip€, fy^^ feldom feep :to know. 

Could I, to match or more than eqtial, hope. 
In wealth the Turk, in dignity the Pope*; 306 

All this procured,' a fomething unpoflfeft ' 

• • • . • 

Would fiill reipain |)ehiad to {bur the reft. 

* So 
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Sofar it well ^(fG0ifiC9 4»e to tfootrn^^ . 
As DOt to wanttHe meaos^ at e^(e tp iurq; ' ./3(?f 
This, reafon diftatcs, as my projper care^ ,.. . / 
But (hows how vaki all ether orpljpiefbs are* :.' ^ r 

He, that birihare of iMfUvre-'s ff&iH^ay^^ ;r 

Prefs'd by no ooed^ whom no htiiibmlib mtiD^i .V 

Here ought to i^ -ooolieBtoily noir d^e ^ : 3^1^ 
To things beypQd»l>i»tt:tDrbtfafeloofe:ilefi9ifc^i c :: r 

He, that whenever he will, can make repafl, 

Ne'€r forc*d thro want to keep unVilUng fau ; 
He, that beneath an humble roof dn Ihun . , 
The winter's nipping froft, or dog-day fun ; 3gtQ 
An horfe, perhaps his own> can Ibmetimes xiie 
for ex^rcife or bus'nefs, not for priJe, 
Can keep .au iiened iervant, joaji or ^aaidt 
To cook andl9)( theck)thaadA^ketb£ bei^. 
What would he 4Wie — ^whal moi^^caalfie^eiff^ \ 
Were I difpos^'d to a{k.tl^e Popq to. jpse > . 1 j^ 

When once. the flaflc has badlt'sfuU Qonteat^ ; 
All that if pourjd bpfidcs, ia ,waflc were fpatf % • [ 
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You'll- fay pei^haps» to honour lomcthing's due. 

To what the world may think or fay^— 'tis true ! 

Not to the vicCf that lurks beneath the name, 331 
Ambition and umneafur'd iuft of fame. 

True honour is — 16 ftanci in fail tftecm 
With men of worth, and be the min you feem : 
Are you not fuch ? no kct can long fupply 35^ 
A mafkfecure, nor hide the pra£tick Jye^ 

Sir knight, my lord, your rev'rencc, what you 
pleafe. 
Thank God ! I pay no court to names like thcfe • 
Titles without defert are paint too thin 
To hide the coxcomb and the knave within. 340 

Yon Fop, that ftruts important o'er the place, 
Thoi^t honour might confift in iilk and lace : 
Cacch'd by the eye, the ftupid crowd incline 
To hail the manj the taylor madefo fine ; 
What if he hfcard aloud the whifper told, 345 

That fuit if paid for, thanks to foreign gold : 
Pale guilt corrodes beneath that outfide ftate 
The villain that betray'd th' entrufted gate. 

With 
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With patchas'd honoars, copes and collars deck 
The AtfaeiiFs ihoulder, or the. coward's neck ; 35O 
A vain expeoce ! the world with piercing eyes 
Obferves and views thee ftript of thy difgoife. 

On honefty of heart I lay the ftrefsy 
Not on the price or fafliion of the drefs, 
My.hal>it, like my mind, be neat and plain, 355 
With no falfe ornaments^ and private Ilain. 

Let (hamelefs Bomba^ libertine profeft. 
Turn probity and honeft fame to jeft, 
Gr^dy of pelf, his principles avow j 
Let me be rich and great-*-no matter how ; 369 

Virtue at.beft afibrds but barren praife» 

To pow'r and wealth the world its hom^ pays ; 

Befides it's ctnfores why Ihould I efteem. 

Who Cfarift himCblf with idle tongues blafplieme \ 

Softly, good Sir; fuppofe the fa A too true, 365 
The reasoning little ferves to favour you : 
At facred charaAers an impious jeer 
The wife, the good, with trembling horronr^ hear : 

Tmt 
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Ajt thoo coBdeim'd;? tke worthy fpeafc ihd^fkiac ; 
By eT'iy vocdc proncmoc'd, without re^jTy . 371 
Rich bfftbt manag'd-canA, «nd tMbor'd dcr : 

Would'ft thou thy crimes from common view conceal. 
A feeming nflodefty fliould lend it's veil ; 
The rich embroidVy anAthe ftiff brocade 375 

But point thee out, and fpeak thy cut-purle trade ;^ 
Would'ft thou, thy thefts efcape the publick fight. 
Retire, norftand expos'tliaopea lig^4. .. 
But ffontlefs knavcv of iil^ot; piirfhafe vain, $79 
Think wealth and drefs can wip« out ev'rf ftaift* > 

* Onekflt^, that piilatc by what means he got, • 
If yonder coafttry^feai'WigJfifirfy^feoghrl:*. ^ 

Otkelt^ : fton whcith' And 4$y whsciudsy ichnt 
The upftflTt rais'd ibtit ^^ver^gKymi ^ftaee: t > i 
"tliftt f(aM«^ng «c|Mipage) 4haic wiUttipemai -^ 38^ 
To each obferving eye gives juft offence ; 
tt pr(5mpfs' the canticms-'toiigue to tf/eafe kbjj fitame. 
The lift'nihg fctouds i^irfi nirih brand- thy name. 
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Provided no one twits him to his face ; 390 

I 

Behind 
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Behind his back let thofe pretend, that will. 
He lent the hand a brother^s blood to fpill : 
'Tis true, fuljpicibus oFit's grifing dzvf^ 
He thought it beft t' avoid th' enquiring law ; 
But now return'd th' inheritance receives, 29% 
While difappointed juftice vainly grieves, 

A third aloft the pointed mitre bears, 
Fond to ^xpofc the dignity^ he wears ; 
There from his pill'ry looks with fcorn below, 
Carelefs, what fecrets thofe beneath him know J 
No matter, who the prelacy afcribes, 401 

Not to defert, but.dirty work or bribes ; ' 

While Tour-gcodrLordJhip greets his forfeit ears, 
Heav'p mourns, earth murmurs, hell triumphant 
fneers. 

H w. 
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SATIRE IV. 

TO 

SiCISMOND Ma L^ GUCCI o. 

Caflel-nuovD, Capitat vf- Garfagnana. Feb» 20. 1523. 

THIS day, for metre an unlucky date. 
Makes up at lad the tedious year compleat^ 
Since from thofe hills, whence charg*d with winter 

fnows 
To nip the Tufcan fpring the north wind blows, 
Here where Turrita rolls with ftiort-liv'd pride, 5 
To lofe its name, and fwell the Serchio's tide. 
Fate and the Duke's commands my care ordain'd, 
In this low vale his fcatter'd flock to tend ; 
To him it fl^w for refuge, ftill afraid. 
Still trembling from the Roman Lion dead, 10 
Dreading a future tyrant ; well they might, 
Aw'd by the laft, and bit, and drove to flight ; 

Who 
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Who, fooQ or late, the whole his prey had made. 
Had heav'a withheld it$ long-expend aid* 

In all this time 'tis now my firft effay, 15 

The homage, to the mufes due, to pay ; 
To rove once more amoi^ the laurel Ihades, 
Crop the green wreath, and hail the guardian maid;^. 

To fay the truth, to me this awkward place 
'At firft arrival bore fo odd a.face, 20 

I far*d like fome poor bird, that fullen fits 
In his new cage, and ufual fong forgets. 

You may, for ought I know, conceive it ftrange. 
So long a filence for fo flight a change ; 
But I myfelf, who felt it, wonder more, 25 

This brain, unturn*d, fo much vexation bore : 
Think whence I write, and then excufe my fpleen. 
One hundred weary miles, and more, between : 
What rugged hills, what woods, what torrents part 

The lover from the idol of his heart. 3d 

To other friends indeed a diflPVent tale 
The truth, not fit for nicer ears, may veil : 

Ta 
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Nay fclk Its honours at foliafe a pricey .: 
To digoify with virtue'^ paaaie thcTicfe. .'/ 

ErmtUan*^ cage fpr gpM* no gold can; gjut, 75 
Kor hourly meals Giat^fiC^ craving gut;, h 
Infatiate wolfy wh^dl^^roQriognuLW^ ' 
Of time or place, pr perfott knows nalawv 

Void of af{e£lionf but for {oj^vipf^y . :. 
Th« «Hfc|r >hat;es his Qqgfai^ur,. ftanres i^fdif ; 
Tet gains the name without the leaft pretence, S i 
Except a weighty purled, td Wcirth^ind feftfe.- 
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Rinim fwells with firn^'d gr undeuc v«i>< 
And holds his prpppr raafc.ia iqw d^aia^ . 
Outlives himfelf, and fquanders his eftate, 85 

To'apfe^the wlld^peticesbf the great V' ' "* 
Twould vfex him tirth'&Yoal, to tfiidk' hfr Grac^ 
Wore finer cloathisl or Ihbne in richer lace V" 
Qt fee ahothePs train his own but gd ; ' 
O^e thh-d m^otaiix '4 for ufe, and twalpr 0iows 
Mean while, a fliort recruit to fill the purlie, 91 
Thefe farms are fold, and tbofe are put to nurfe ; 

4 Qui< 
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Quick riot waftes beneath one fpead-thrift heir 
All his forefathers earn'd or fav'd .with care. 

Th' ill-judging herd let pafs without remark 95 
A gull like this» and neither bite. nor bark ; 
To ruin and applaud him all confpire, 
Drink up his wine, and toaft him^ — ^Noble Squire.. . 

Solonius in one working head has flow'd ^^ 

Of fchemes and plans and projects fuch a load. 
That many an afs would bend his ftubborn back. 
Or fink quite tir'd beneath a lighter pack : 
Perpetiial motion, rowling^up and down 
Thro' all the bufy quarters of the town. 
Like Ignis fatuus fhifts from place to place 1 05 
Th* important dulnefs of his folemn face : 
New ways and means his tortur'd* brains diftill 
Th' exchequer at the fubjeft's coft to fill : 
To fqueeze the rich, to ftretch the penal law. 
And ev'n from air and funfhine taxes draw : iio 
It fooths his pride, the Pope (hould notice take. 
How much he'^ hated for his mnftcr's fake ; 
That parents and companions all complain, 
Hj knows no paiEon but the prince's gain : 

G The 
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The people loath him, and with reafoa too; xfS 
The common peft, if pablick fiame fpeaks true ; 
From him they fay th^r grievances proceed, 
And charge with curfcs his contriving head ; 
Yet fuch a wretch pretends, refpeft to claim, 
Becaufe a title hides his hated name, i20 

And, true to ii>t*reft, lords and commons bow. 
Where'er they meet, mod reverently low, 

Laurtn without remorfe could bafely feize. 
By fraud and force his country's liberties ; 
Sticks at no means to compafs his defigns ; 125 
Some fhortens by the head, and fome confines : 
At firft to fet his prey, a Fox demure. 

The prey once gain'd, a Lion to fecure : 

Lavifli of gold at firft, and courtly arts. 

Of willing flaves to buy the venal hearts 5 130 

But firm in pow'r, his tools alone careft. 

True merit pines neglefted or diftrcft : 

Yet black with murders, luft, and robberies. 

There are that thiak> at leaft. that call him, wife : 

Be- 
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Beneath his rule the titles, he bellows, 135 

In ftrong^r light the wearers fliame exppfe ; 

Juflice tQ blind caprice refigns the fcales, 

And partial favour, foe to right, prevails : 

f his wretch, who bears (o worth aji innate fpight* 

Who counts the fwan for black, the crow for white ; 

Were he taliear my tale, wcqij^ (kowl and Jow'r, 141 
No pioi^key chewing crabs q*er looked fo fojir- 

To what we can't prevent, we ipuft fubmit, 
So let theip thirjk apd talk as they fee fit ; 
In fum I know, and feel it to my coft, 145 

That here my fongs and fports ancj fmiles are loft« 

Not that I think it difficult to find 
Some certain reafons of a difi'Vent kind. 
Which candidly apply'd might well cxcufe 
This long divorce between me, and my mufe. 150 

There was ^ time when \a the calm retreats 

Of our own happy R^ggips rural feats ; 

The folitudes, the groves, the conftaat fpring, 

With joy and rapture tun'd my voice to fing: 

G 2 O 
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O could I yet recall the pleafing hours, 155 

That pafs'd in thy fair Villa's verdant bow'rs ; 
Where Rhine thro' velvet meadows gently flows. 
Beneath whofe fhades the river-nymphs repofe: 
The limpid lakes, the brook, whofe ftreams 

furround 
The garden, and refrefli the thirfty ground ; 1 60 
Which, murm'ring on, coUefts'the fcatter'd rill. 
Aided by art to turn the neighb'ring mill : 
With gloomy pleafure ftill the mind renews 
The gently-rifing mountain's pleafing views, 
Whofe lofty head the well-plac'd towr 's adorn, 1 65 
Whofe fruitful fide, the vines with mingled corn : 
There unconfin'd and undifturb'd I ftray'd. 
Cool with the whifp'ring breeze and grateful fhade : 
My ftile at pleafure varying, or my tongue, 
Whatever the Mufe infpir'd, I freely fung : 1 70. 
My hopes were then in bloom, my temper gay. 
The feafon of my life was early May ; 
Now joylefs in the winter of my age, 
I drag the lafl: uncomfortable ftage : 

Lin. 157. A fmall rivcsr in the Duchy of Rcggio. 

Ev'a 
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Ev'n Helicon's green bank and bubbling fpring 175 
Would fcarcely tempt my broken voice to fing. 
The Mufe would fhun my breaft no more ferene j 
But dark with clouds or rough with ftorms within. 

Perhaps no prifon e'er was fuited lefs 
For ftudy than this melancholy place ; 180 

Where the ftretch'd eye no chearful profpefts meets. 
The weary mind no pleafmg fubjeft greets : 
Here naked plains to tire the fight extend. 
There ragged rocks in pointed fpires afcend j 
Where faints of old, to human converfe dead, i8jj 
Of this bad world th' infeftious commerce fled. 

My refidence a valley, dreary, deep ; 
The mountains, that inclofe it, rpugh and fteep | 
Whene'er I ftir abroad, reduc'd to climb 
From cliff to cliflj and venture life or limb : 19Q 
Whene'er t refpijte feek from public cares. 
Unwearied Difcord frefli complaints prepares. 
Murders or thefts or deadly feuds invents. 
Fail mifchiefs aggravates, or new foments ; 194 

G 3 • * •• Thefc 
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Thefe mull t footh and humour, thofe cbtnjft. 
Frown on th' oppreflbr or th* oppreft protcft ; 
While each diforder of this faftious ftate 
On my poor (houlders falls with doubk ^^^ight : 
At every turn, for counfel or for aid, 
Difpatches muft be fent, memorials made, 200 
And racked my brain, fome methods to contrive. 
The rogues, that haunt the country, thence to 
drive. 

You know, the wifell laws would prove too weak 
Thofe to reftrain, that can unpunifh*d break ; 
Much more when civil feuds have tiirn'd the cburfe 
Of juftice, over-aw'd by tyrant force. 206 

Such bands of thieves the publick roads infeft. 
They brave the hue and cry that goes in cjuett. 
Or ought to go — ^for fometimes tbdfe etaploy*d 
Seem to purfue, but ftudy to avoid. iio 

I watch their motions and whate'er I kai-ri. 
Write it to thofe, whodi it fliould tocft tdhcfetH ; 
lA^rlte mdeed ; biit Ihofe that read, tleglbftj 
Or fend the anfwer I ihould kaft expert. 

Each 
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Each petty clafi at ladepeadaQce aims, 215 

In ey'ry brcaft avow'd feditioa flames j 
Each diff 'nent Lord, his difFVent party heads. 
And, ftubborn by indulgence, faftion fpreads. 

Now tWnk, if Phoebus probably would take 
A journey hither, meerly for my fake, 220 

For thefe dark caves his favour'd Delphos quit. 
And proceffes prefer to verfe and wit. 

Here you may afk, what motives weigh'd with me 
To give up home and books and liberty ? 
To wafte my time and load my head with cares. 
Loft in a maze of other (ciks affairs > 226 

You know reproach itfelf could never fbun 
My charafter with greedy thirft of gain ; 
How fmall the penfion I enjoy'd before ! 
Yet liY*d content without defiiing-more ; 230 

But you are ftiU perhaps to learn, how foon 
The payments ftacken'd, when &e war begun : 
How foon improv'd the plaufiUe pretence 
To ftop the wboi€?, and fave Ac court's expeacc : 

G 4 ^ 
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I felt th' efFeft's but never once complained, 235 
Tho' forely ftraitned while the caufe remained ; 
But thought it juft, in peace reftor'd, to (hare 
The profits which I loft in time of war. 

Befides till then 1 found the means to draw 
Some little perquifites from fuits at law : 240 

At length ev'n this precarious income fail'd ; 
The laws were mute, becaufe the fword prevail'd : 
Thro' mieer defpair at laft I courage took. 
Plainly to lay my cafe before the Duke, 
And in few words infift on fome fupport, 245 

Or,^ afk his leave to feek another cpurt. 

Juft then this people which had newly broke 
Their fetters and (hook off a tyrant's yoke, • 
Submitted \o my maffer's milder fway. 
And forc'd the Panther thetice, to hunt for prey : 
Eager the fweets of legal rule to tafte, 250 

They importun'd the Duke to (end in hafte, • 
Their ancient laws and cuftoms to reftore, 
And government diftinft as 'twas before ; 
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Oq me this office unexpeAed fell. 

But why ou me, 'twere hard perhaps to tell ; 

Whether, by want of time and clamours preft, ; 
He thought the quickeft choice might prove the beft ; 
Or whether he conceived the place might be, 
Tho' I fcarcefit to ferve it, fit for me : . 2$o 

If fot, ithe greater obligation mine ; 
Let thoie. that fufier by the choice, repine. 

Thaiiks to my mafter for his great good vriH,: 
The gift exceeds my beft dcferts, but ftiU 
Thislmuft'fay, and hope without offence,. 26s 
He might have pleas'd me more at lefs expence; 

Should yon enquire among the people'herV 
How I -behave, what charafter I bear, 

* 

Well might they anfwer, a feverer rule 

Befits a ftate, of all corruptions full. 270 

'Tis probable thus far we think the fame, 
Nor they content with md nor I with them : 
Like M/op's cock the ground for food I turn,- 
Like him the diamond's ufelefs luftre fpum. - 

For- 
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Fortune with human fdly apt td (port, 275 

Betray'd an honeft fldfj^ ^nce t6 courts 
And mov*d a ftxilick in the Prhice*s head 
To«Kfti^him on a. barb of mettled breed: 
The rc^l gift iDdolg'd die failor's pride, 
He thought, it afk'd ix> mighty fkill toxi«fe ; a8o 
»Twas the iirfl time, but iksm'd a thin^g vf coorfe. 
He that d:mld (leer a (hip, might fteel: ttti 4i9tfe« 

Sd op }us leaps, both fids &€ (Taddlegraip^ 

Both legs the horfe's bdly fttaitly dai^si* 

The be^ begins to c^vet, Joha fttcks faft, S85 

RomtI on, <}uoth h^ ii^ fearx^ificii^ the usaJk. 

TodoU'd mtb the fpurahtstsduriier facwatd ^gs^ 
The failor goree hi& (kMs ^od do&r dings ; 
And while he ipurs him on widi might and maia, 
Employs both hands to check the flraightned rein. 
Mean while the^nVous beaft et ribs and jaws a^ 
Suffers.aod bleeds, but cannot guefs the caufe; 
While inconfifleat figns at once he feels, 
Back'd bj the hands, prick'd forward by the heels. 

Short 
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Short was the awkward fcene, he rears, he leaps. 
Shook from his feat the frighted fkipper flips. 
No eafy fall ! the (harp, obdurate. ftoues 
Broke his pool- head and bruis'd his fliatterM bones* 

Dufty aod pale he rais'd himfelf at laft. 
Biting his lips with rage for what had paft ; 300 
Wife but too late, it added to his pain. 

To find himfcif abus'd, nor dare complain, 

Bolh he and 1 had ta'eh the better courfe, 
I to refufe th' employment, he the horfe. 

Godd Sir— be plels'd the favotrr to beftow '3A5 

On fuch, who, better, how to ufe it, know.— 
Each, with a compliment thus cheaply quit. 
Had one (harp lelToh fav;d of dear bought ^vit. - 

H^- — »; 
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To Bon AVENT'UR E PisTOPHILO, 

the puke's Secretary* ' ' 






YOU write m6 word, that if I feel my mind, 
Tq take another trip to Rome, inclin'd ; 
There to refide perhaps a brace of years. 
And manage with the Pope the Duke's affairs, 
Th' occafion ferves, and when my thoughts you 
know, r 

Can bring th' affair about that I (hair go,; 
But ftill to fave appearance, think it beft 
On ibme pretence it pafs for my requefl. 

You give the hint, the reigning family 
Have long look'd on me with a gracious eye ; i o 

• This Satire was wrote A. D. 1523, when Arlofto 
was governor of Garfagnana, and was the caufe of 
his recall from that favage place. 

Your- 



LUDOVICO ARIOSTO. 93 

Yourfelf, a frequent witnefs, have perceiv'd 
How cafy my accefs, how well receiv'd ; 
Nor this alone, when humbled by diftrefs. 
When all the Great their few try'd friends care& ; 
But after their return from exile home, ^ 15 

And ev'n when Leo aw'd the world at Rome. 

You think, my int'rellj turned to proper ufe. 
The Duke's advantage there might well produce; 
But for myfelf at all events are fure. 
Much wealth and honour I muft needs fecure : 20 
They that would catch large fifti muft plant their 

hook 
In fome large river, not a fcanty brook : 
This to my cafe you dextroufly apply. 
Ergo — but hearken firft what I reply. 

Thanks to my friend, whofe ever-partial care 
So flight a fubjeft ftudies to prefer ; 26 

Who for my fake would alter nature's courfe. 
And deck the ox with trappings of the horfe : 
My matter's fervice eager to advance. 
Think me prepar'd for Rome, for Spain, for France; 

* r i 

On 



94 T^^ SATIRE? or 

On thi$ or t'other fide the wefterji feas, 3 1 

Thro' fire or fwprd, employ me, where you pleafe ; 

But to fuppofe this cmbafly fliould be 

Ip poini: of fap^e or profin de^r to me, 

Wou'd you the hkd withia your net fccure, 3| 

Set up at kaA fom^ lefs fufpe^^ed Jiu'e. 

My prefent rank contents me, aiming higher, 
I rifle perhaps to fall, while I afpire.: 

■ 

Ev'n here your Bonnets of no vulgar clafs 

With {bme refpeft falut^ me whep I pafs j 4^ 

Becaufe the wearers fee me fometimcs feaft 
Ev'n at my mailer's board a favoured gueft : 
Becaufe they know the gracious ear he lends,. 
When I prefer my fuit, or aid my friend's. 

Could I for- real wants as well provide, 45 

As for this bubble-T-food of foolifli pride. 
My roving mind with airy voyages fpent, 
Would fix, and look no farther for content ; ' 
And yet ipy wifties no great ftr.etch extend, 
I afk'd but to fubfift, and not depend ; 50 

But wwihefe profpefts of a fre^r ftate, 
Ev*n hope rejefts, and owns they rife too late. 

Smce 
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Since frieiids, like what I had, have ne'er thought 
good. 

To eafe me of this yoke of fervitude ; 

Old in negleft, and verging tow'rds my grave, '55 

Since ftill I live a beggar and a flave, 

Thofe flattering dreams have loft their magick pow'r. 

With future hopes to cheat the prefent hour. 

To drag me fcarce refifting here or there. 

Led by the nofe as Orfin does his bear. 60 

The times are chang'd-?— for I mnft firft forget, 
How dear coft once before the fame deceit : 
How little like its morn my chearlefs day, 
My fruitiefs Autumn to its blooming May : 

The times are chang'd— fince to the church his 
fpoufc 65 

In folemn triumph Leo pledg'd his vows ; 

When round I faw to aid the pomp of ftate 
In fcarlet robes my old companioQs wait : 
What might I then not hope, or Ixow forefee. 
That he fhould think of all his friends, but mc ? 

Lin. 61, to lin. 80. See Note (q) in Ariofto's Lif«. 
% Let 
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Let me A)rget this ufage firft ; and then, 
Urge, if you will, the gratitude of xhen : 

Let me forget to what a tow'ring height, 

Fond hope on folly's wings had raised its flight, 

< 

That day, when Leo's kifs and profFer'd grace 75 
Cajol'd the Novice with a court-embrace ; 
How low it funk, when, on the firft eflay. 
It prov'd how little Can-I-ferve-yous, weigh ; 
How fneak'd and cowr'd to find itfelf abus'd . 
With one flight favour beg'd, and half refus'd. 80 

An early Gourd, in little fpace of time. 
Round a large peartree's trunk found means to climb; 

Thence o'er the boughs it's wanton tendrils fprcad* 
And aim'd, afpiring, at it's utmoft head : 
One morn awoke the tree with mute furprize, 85 
Firft on the ftranger turned its op'ning eyes, 
A ftream of queftions followed. Who art thou, 
Whence rais'd fo high, and where conceal'd till 

now? 
For fure, my mem'ry ferves me not to trace 
The flighteft feature in thy forward face. 90 

CivU 
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jCivU che'jGourcl xefAy'd, declar'd its name, 
Defcri^b'd its growth, and pointed whence it came ' 
In fum, that three ihort mcinthd froaifirft to lad, 
Fromfiaed. tQ t>laat« to fruity were fcarcely pail. 

: ! ^ A fttdden rffe ibdecd, retiitn'd the peat s * 95 
Why, friend, nuBecoftforaFery month ten year r 
And fcarce tbto' fumnter's heftuand winter's fnowf 
And blading wiQdd with pain I firuggling roTe ; 
But know that verdut^e premature like thine 

JPQrtends, if right I judge, as quick decline : I op 
The meteor thus with momentary light 
Mounts^ blazesi dlffipates, aud floks in night. 

To the rafh hopes, that dr-agg'd me poft from 
home 
^I'p pick up mitres in the ftreets of Rom?, 
All this and more witbjuAice had beenfaid, 105 
By him who for the Pope had rifk'd his head, 
]Qy thoi^ in ^jjie his expence bad bore, 

By thofe, his houfe had laboured to rcftore. 
Or by whofe promife-purchas'd. votes became, 
A Uoa in Gommvid, the fubje^ Iamb ; 1 ip 

H But 



eg The SATIRE.S of 

But who had known to draw from fate's dark womb 

The prcfages of dire events to come. 

Perhaps had whifper'd in a fav'rite's ear. 

Could truth to upftart greatnefs ftealfo near i 

The fable mocks his airy profpefts— true ! U5 
But with a (harper edge retorts on you. ; 
Whofe fudden greatnefs and unmeafur'd joy 
Fate's unexpefted ftroke fcall foon deftroy ; 
Death hovers o'er your heads, a fetal blaft 
• The minions firft fhall nip, their idol laft. 1 2Q 
All foUow'-d to the grave in eight ftiortyears 
With folemn farce and weU-diflembled tears. 

And now the wife man's maxim to obferve. 
Not many w ords to ufe where few may ferve ; 
Know that fince then, ambition's idle fchemes 125 
Could ne'er ^fcducc my mind with golden dreams: 
No artful tale can cheat me to conceive 
That what my friend witheld, his friend fhould 
give. 

Lin. 120. Within that fliort time Leo X. and his 
^hole court were fiiatchedaway, as if by a pcftilence. 

Ang, 
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Anglers, like you, for fi/hmuft vainly wait, 
Leara to conceal the hook, and change the bait. 1 30 

If I can ferve my friends, why, let me go: 
To ferve myfeif for wealth or titles — ^no. 
Nowreaibn wakes from gay delufions pad, 
I figh not for the firft, and fcorn the lafl^ 

Tell me,— this voyage my humour ought to fit, 
A good excufe thefe rugged rocks to quit, 136 
Whofe rough inhabitants, a favage race. 
By nature fuit the wildacfsof th? place. 
That my foft temper fhaU no more repine 
Poor rogues to threaten often, fometimes fine ; 140 

While great ones, half by cunning, half by force. 
Mock the weak laws, and change their e<}ual 
courfe ; 

Tell me— that there at leifure I may rove 
Thro* the oool (hades, that veil the facred grove, 
Refume my lyre, awake the iilentftring, 145 

Andy whUe the prefeat Mafes dilate, fing : 

X-in. UQ. See Note (e) in Ariofto's Life, 
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Tell me,— that there I may mf hours iniproik 
Witkthofe, ^h^iMilongbyjiiftdtlert I lot^i 

With focial mirth my bufy thoughts unbend^. , 
At once enjoy th' inftruftor and the friend ; i j^O 
There with a book and fome e3q)erienc*d guide 
Survey the fad remains of Roman pride j 
The ftudies of my youth in age renew. 
And trace old Ronie half buried in the news 

Tell me,— the Vaticaa with friendly aid i^ 
Will lend thofe ancients, whom I wiih to read ; >" 
That there I may, with nq great ftudy eani^'d^ -. 
Acquire the feme of being mighty leara'd ; .. ; 

And after-ages may with wonder foe « l 

Latifi, Greek, Hebrew, in my poetry: tto 



^ . 4 






To fuch propofals obftinate ftiould I 
Turn the deaf ear, unwilling to comply^ 
Or you fuppofe, your reafons only fail'd 
To B3o.¥e, where fplcea and pceviibaefs preTftii'^ji r 
To cuuhe matter flK)art» and &ve difputc^ l6j 

Let me, like Qy Emiiitit^ firetch my foo£>. . . 



Aod 



1 

Lin» 1 66. Paulus Emilias parted with his wife ra- 
f'lfiA; on which his frien4p iy|>roved him and faid : Is 

file 
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And bid th' impertinence of wifdom tcU 
Where the flioe wrings, that feenK to fit fo well. 

Heav'n fix*d my fancy, where it fix'd my lot ; 

A plnnt long wedded to its native fpot ; 

Which dreads the hand, that thence its root woufd 
tear, 

To pine in richer foil or milder air. 

For were it aoti that now and then I get, 
Qocc m fix mo^ti^ gerhape, a jQiart retreat ; 
The fchool-boy's wifti, an idle week at home, 175 

• • • 

To loungfc bcrwfxt the ftatues and the dome, 
£1^ this in all appearance I had been 
With' downright fretting worn away as lean, 

(he not model} ? Is (he ngt beautiful ? Does (he not 
blefs you wiih chiWren ? Upon which he ftretch^d out 
hh Kx>t and (eAd ; Is- not this Aoe hartd(<Hne ? Is it not 
Tnew ? «nd yot none of yoQ know where it plochssy btu* [ 
that wear it. Maili^s Satins <^ Jriofi^, 

Lia. 176. The datues of the Mar^HKTes Lionel and 
/Bcrfo, were in the {qusjc of Ferrara, oppofite the Du- 
cal Palace, on which was a dome like chat ofaxJiurcb. 
Marquiis Borfo was the firil who was created Duke of 
Ferrara. * 

H 3 Ai 
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As purgatory-fouls, that vainly ftretch 

Their famifli'd jaws to fruit juft out of reach, i So 

If I muftlive abroad, without difpute 
No place like Rome my t-emper ought to fuit, 
Ev'a I th' excufe flaould willingly embrace 
On any terms to quit this difmal place.: 
But would the Duke oblige me once for all, 1 8.5 

Let him for pity order my recall ; 

Nor longer journeys force me mote fo take. 

Than four and twenty hours from home, and back. 

If you perfift, ftill curious to enquire, y 

Why this return* fo earneft I defire ; i«K> 

Why will you urge me to confefs, what pride 
Or fhame, the laft remains of grace, would hide ? 
At forty-nine you'll think perhaps, the plea, 
Which nineteen weD might urge, becomes not me t 
. Ah friend, we owe the virtues of fourfcore 195 
To being lefs than man, not being more. 

« 

Lin 180. This alludes to the twenty-fecond and 
twenty-third cantos of Dante's purgatory, where quondafn 
gluttons are defcribed in that uncomfortable iituation. 

Lin. 183, ^r. See Note (**) in Ariollo's Life- 

8 How 
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Howe'er tis well, that while I thus proclaim, 
Urg'd by the force of truth, my private fhame, 
Thine ey6s at fuch a diftance cannot trace 
The marks of guilt on my diforder'd face : 200 
Ev'n here, where, from correftion fafe I fpeak. 
The confcious blufh now glows upon my cheek : 
No livelier teint our wily dames aflume 
To hide decays, or (hine with borrow'd bloom* 

So look'd, I ftill remenlber well, the prieft. 
By accident exposM^ a common jeft, 206 

When by one bottle dropt, the publick knew> 
Who dole the third, had fairly firfi: drank two. 

'You wifti me now in reach, and fwear, I want 
The friendly counfels of a tough oak plant, 216 
Which well apply'd, would probably produce 
A juft compliance, not a lame excufi;.* 

H N. - 
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SATIRE Wl\ 

To H-^NNIBAL MaLEOUCCIO, 

> T O NG have I known, Jnrtruflfcd by ray firieni^^ 
JLj Oar Hann'bal to change his ftate InteDds j 
The r^folutiop Lapprore, but thiSf 
That not from you I learn'd it, , take amifs. 

• • • 

Perhaps yoti thought, that I muft ne»eds oppoTe 
A dtffVent fcheme for you, from what I chofe 5 6 
A§ if,, fince I pref er'd . the fiagle life, 
No one with my coufent might t^ke a wife. . 

You wrong me much, to think your friend i6 
weak. 
My tafle a rule for other folks to make : 10 

By my advice let each confult his own. 
Marry who will, I blame or envy none : 

'1* This Satire was wr^te A. D. 1525J about the 

choice of a wife, and ii.fomewhat fmart upon the errors 

of the female fex. 

Nay 
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Nay to be i^it, nay fbrtuoe I regret, 

Deny'd the ocunforts of a mgrrt^^-ilate : 

For whea I thought of fettling, my intent • 15 

Chance took ill-natur'd pleafure to prevent* 

t, 

I always thought, and mjaiy times have faid, 
^Tisifafcft ficep^g vfkh a ^fe m bed 1 
Whatever legends feigo or prej^chers pamt, 
A iingte maft'$ bad ftaff to make a faint. 20 

If the-'fvhat li-wc guefs from what has heen^ 
'The married have one bait thelefs for Iin : 
Few' have the grace at home to want a meal. 
Yet never range abroad to beg or Ileal : 

And thofe who get the haunt abroad to dine, 25 

With bafty fteps to gluttony incilne ; 

The pamper'd ftomach longs for change .of food, 

• at 

And loaths the difti too frequently renewed. 

When once to hift we yield a williog prey, 
All rules or human or divine give way^ 3O 

Man, G6d*s own image, finks beneath the beaft, 

^enfual alike the layman and the prieft, 

Yo«r 
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Your Re£gh fiyarms with fach, as tnay fUrpafs 
In greedinefs the wolf, in (loth the afs: 
That town would furiiifti many a curious talcj 35 
Were the flock fufFcr'd at its guides to rail. 

Spite of your fdence,. 'tis not hard to guefs ' 
You fed the common yoke, tho' murmur lefs : 
For Modina, it well deferves its curfe ; = 
B^all what will, it merits fomethii^g worfe. 40 

Well ! take her if you will, but do't in time. 
Nor wait till paft RfeVtranfitory prime : 
Don't put it off, like Doftor — you know ^yho, 
To trail the latter fpring of fixty-two ; 
That age much better fuits a chearful glafe, 45 
Than awkward dalliance with a fprightly lafs : 
Tell me, who ever few or ever heard 
Of Hymen painted with a filver beard, 

Lin. 33. Reggie took up arms for the Pope, while 
Alfonib was at Rome 5 therefore Ariofte, in gratitude 
to his Patron, lafhes it, and the ecelefiailicks in particu- 
lar, who from being bigotted to the Pope, might not 
improbably be the movers of the fedition. 

The 
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The marriage torch a fteady flame requires, 
The blaze of age, like tinder, quick expires : 50 
The heated dotard foon repents his pride, 
Confum'd himifelf to difappoiat the bride* 

Nay moi«> ta crown the (hame of thy defeat, 
Tis odds, if Madam lofes by the cheat j 
Three fure affiilants women never wanty 55 

Nature, the Captain, and the Confidante. 

But grant your fpoufe the mirrour of her fex ! 
Her feme will doubts or whifpers never vex > 

The ladies cenfure hard, and reafon juft, 59 

They know themfelves, and therefore they miftruft. 

Tho' I myfelf a falfe alarm negleft. 
It hurts one that another fliould fufpeft. 

» 

All thefe are but imaginary pains. 
Sir Gwr/(^ cries, now hear, how hexompiaifls; 
Suppofe one infant in the cradle lay, 6s 

Two children fmall about the room at play ; 
And Mifs that fome few years the reft foreran, 

At riper twelve enquiring after man. 

How 
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How muft ft parent's heart with angoiifa £ak) 

Juft on the verge of ebbing life, to think 70 

Thefe muft b9 Icft^ and who (hall thefi dire£t 
Their mhu]s> or who frooi fraud aad tice proeeA. 

Well ! iikc her timely then, the qakkfaad fhua 
Where this fool fank, yet that ftiil ventures on. 
In ev'ry church a multitude there lies 75 

Of fuch, tho' fibbing tombftones ftlle thetn, virlfe • 
For fear of pfispring; thefe lud-lgng abflaia'd > 
A fcaatj Itream .(they thought) in channels draln'dy 
Muft quickly fail ; and how fhall we fupport. 
With children charg'd, our proper rank nt court, 

' Juftly condemn'd by all, he late purfues 81 

w 

In age, what heat of youth might well eXcufe ; 
Forgets the honours of his ancient name. 
In cottages and kitchens vents his flame : . 
Hepce,; not uncommonly, the fruitful foil &5 

With unexpefted flaoots repays his toil : 
WhatjBuft be done? for nature feems to plead : 
The children to the f^hei ihould fucceed : 

« 

WhaM 
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What ! but new crimes a private match' to fdjgo, 
Asid wroog his iawful heirs to cure the ftain. ..9^ 

Ferrara bears th' indelible reproach ; 
A countefs Cindertlla mounts the coach : 

No winder if at laft tto/nfoi^dl btood* 

By all^leAed, feldoih, conies. to good. 



4 



: 'Efliite$;or titles father* laay '^nlt^il, .95 

The mothf r'jg bipod will pu^b^bly prevail. 

Dear coofin, take a wife ; but firft refleift^ 
No after-thoughts can errors here corted ; 
Thoufands, that chofe iu hafte^ and chole amiTsji 
Now fmart for one irrevocable*-«-Yes» 100 

Excufe the love, that on a point fo nice 

. . . ' ' : > 

Prompts meunafk'd to offer my advice; 4 

And hopes the friendly hand you'll fcarce refufe, 

That points out what to fhun and what to chufe. \ 

' Methinks you fmi!e and anfwer, tfioTo thsit teach 
By praAice, more thau theory, (hould pri^adu t6& 
Why (hould I give th* advice I liever tookj 

Hqw ihould I fit, that never wore the yoke ? 
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'Ti's well-^but then you know the vulgar fay, 
One ftander*by fees more, than two, that play ; i xo 
In common life the cafe is much the fame. 

While otliers held the cards, I learn'd the game. 

Hear me at leaft, and where I reafon right, 

Purfue the thought, the reft at pleafure flight. 

« 

Thofe that wilt riik advice, muft take their lot ; 
The mani meant well, bat argues like a fot. 1 16 

But now, before you liften to the reft, 
Obferve in time I enter my proteft. 
If Venus has bewitch'd thee to a face. 
My arguments are nothing to the cafe : 1 20 

To lovefick fenfe the languilh of an eye. 

Or dimpled cheek, all other worth fupply. 
Take Jjy all means thy. toy — 'twere thrown away 
All dfe that I, or Solomon could fay : 

r 

My counfel good or bad was ne'er defign'd 125 
F0r fuch as, fpigbt of nattire, will be blind ; 
Jf yon have eyes to fee, and light would ufc. 
Where jruth and reafpn lead the path, peruft, . 

He, 
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He^ th^t would fafely wed, ihould learn with 

care, 
T'hc mother who, aodwhat the fitters are 5 130 
Thofe who cgnfult their hoQour, comprehend. 
To what good purpofe thefe eoquiril^s tend. 

The careful chapman, when he buys the fteed, 
Firft kaows and forms a judgment from the breed : 

"VVomen are fly, and yet wefometimes trace 13^ 
Their tempers, from the knowledge of their race. 
Poves axe^not hatch'd by hawks ; the tripping doe 
Ne'er learn'd her fwiftnefs from th' unwieldy cow ; 
In women 'twere a prodigy as great, 
' The daughter prudent, and the dam, coquet. 140 

Nature is ftubborn, paJGJons. will have vent. 

Prudence njay govern, fc^rcely change the bent x 
What hopes to alter or divert its courfe. 

When habit and e^^aipple join their forqe ? 

The mother ftill has two gallants : will four 145 

< 

The daughter fatisfy ? will half a fcore ? 
'Tis well, when new defires new conquefts whet. 
If ()ot (or half the fex (he fpreads the net. 

AU 
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ft 

All this, you're to ftippofe, can m«tt no harm, 
Why has heav'n made her fair, if not to charm ? 
Your i^Vik lefs courted, think what a dlfgrace ! 151 

Th6* fomething younger with as good sl face. 

« 

Next, thinkat not a point of flight concern^ 
The nurfe and the companions who, to learn 5 
At home if work and books her time employed. 
At court if mufick, fcandal, cards and pride. 156 

Let not a porticm tempt thee, nor a line 
Of antient coronets to graft on thine : 
A wife, that boafb ailiance and eftatr; 
At beft wili make thee mtfevably gr^at« 1 ib 

The dame high-bred, and carelefs of expencc. 
For frefli demands will netef want pretence : 
Footmen and maids (he has, 1)ut what avail 

• • • 

All thefe, without a page, to air her tall t 
Would you th(5 bounds of her dcfires explore, 165 
All, others ever had, and.fomethingnopre: - * 
Friends for the table, parties for the playi . 
To kill the time, and pafs the liver Iqcig d^y* 

To 
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It would, fafely wed, ihould learn with 

care, 
ther who, aod what the fillers are : 130 
rho confult their hoQour, comprehend, 
[t good purpofe thefe enquiries tend. 

ireful chapman, when he buys thefteed, 
>ws and forms a judgment from the breed : 

are fly, and yet we fometimes trace 13^ 
jmpers, from the knowledge of their race, 
e.not hatch'd by hawks ; the tripping doe 

iarn'd her fwiftnefs from th' unwieldy cow ; 

len 'twere a prodigy as great, 

Lughter prudent, andihe dam, coquet. 140 

ire is flubborn, pajGJons will have vent, 

ice njay govern, fc^rcely change the bent ; 
hopes to alter pr divert its courfe, 

habit And exaipple join their forqe ? 

le mother ftill has two gallants : will four 145 
I daughter fatisfy ? will half a fcore ? 
rell, when new defires new conquefts whet, 
»t (or half the fex (he fpreads the net. 

AU 
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'Tis well-^but then you know the vulgar fay. 
One fl:ander*by fees more, than two, that play ; iio 
In common life the cafe is much the fame. 
While others held the cards, I learn'd the game. 

Hear me at leaft, and where I reafon right, 

Purfue the thought, the reft at pleafure flight. 

« 

Thofe that will rifle advice, muft take their lot ; 
The man meant well, but argues like a fot. 1 16 

But now, before you liften to the reft, 
Obferve in time I enter my proteft. 
If Venus has bewitsch'd thee to a face. 
My arguments are nothing to the cafe : 1 20 

To lovefick fenfe the languiih of an eye. 
Or dimpled cheek, all other worth fupply. 
Take by all means thy. toy — 'twere thrown away 
All dfe that I, or Solomon could fay : 

My counfel good or bad was ne'er defign'd 125 
F0r fucb Is, fpighc of nature, will be blind ; 
If you have eyes to fee, and light would ufc» 
Where jruth and rcftfoa lead the path, perwfc* . 

He, 
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He, th^t would. fafely wed, fliould learn with 

care, 
The mother who, aodwhat the fitters are : 130 
Thofe who confult their hoQour, compreh^ad. 
To what good purpofe thefe enquiries tend. 

TJie careful chapman, when he buys the fteed, 
Firft knows. and forms a judgment from the breed : 

"V^omen are fly> and yet we fometimes trace 13^ 
Their tempers, from the knowledge of their race. 
Poves are.not hatch'd by hawks ; the tripping doe 
Ne'er learn'd her fwiftnefs from th' unwieldy cow ; 
In women 'twere a prodigy as great, 
' The daughter prudent, and the dam, coquet. 140 

Nature is ftubbprn, pafRons. will have vent. 

Prudence njay govern, fc^rcely change the bent ; 
What hopes to alter or divert its courfe. 

When habit and exaqptple join their force ? 

The mother ftill has two gallants : will four 145 
The daughter fatisfy ? will half a fcore ? 
'Tis well, when new defires new conquefts whet. 
If {^ot (or half the fex (he fpreads the net. 

AU 



1x6 The SATIRES or 

Her rcafon not t* exceed the common fize. 
Beyond her fphere impertinently -wife. 

Some women» if by chance they make a trip^ 
Want ev'n difcretion to conceal the flip, 
Nor reft in peace till all the neighbours know, 235; 
Or fairly guefs, that things went fo and fo : 

Others with ftudious care their game conceal^ 
Windows have -eyes and walls may- fecrets tell : 
Thus cleanly cats a private fpot provide. 
Where to repofe what decency would hide. 240 

Let her converfe with unafFefted eafe. 
Know how to condefcend, and ftrive to pleafe ; 
Gay within proper limits, ne'er difgrace 
With fullennefs and frowns her honeft face ; 
Modeft to he^r, . and, when her fpoufe is by, 245 
In men's affairs leave him to make reply ; 
Loiter no time, no houfhold cares forgetji^ 
Nor think a wife can ever be too neat. 

In point of years. I fancy 'twould be beft. 
Yours ftiould excee4 by tenor tywlve atjeaft : 2$a 

^. .. -•. r ..v*-».-- 

I 

With 
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He, th^t would. fafely wed, . fliould learn wUh 

care, 
7he mother who, aod what the fillers are : 130 
Thofe who confult their hoQour, compreh^ndy 
To what good purpofe thefe enquiries teqd. 

The careful qhapman, when he buys thefteed, 
Firft knows. and forms a judgment from the breed : 

"VVomen are fly> and yet we fometimes trace . 13^ 
Their tempers, from the knowledge of their race. 
Poves arc.not hatch'd by hawks ; the tripping doe 
Ne'er learn'd her fwiftnefs from th' unwieldy cow ; 
In women 'twere a prodigy as great. 
The daughter, prudent, and the dam, coquet. 140 

Nature is flubborn, pafljons. will have vent. 

Prudence njay govern, fc^rcely change the bent j 
What hopes to alter or divert its courfe, 

When habit and exaqptple join their forge ? 

The mother ftill has two gallants : will four 145 
The daughter fatisfy ? will half a fcore ? 
'Tis well, when new defires new conquefts whet, 
{f {^ot (or half the fex (he fpreads the net. 

AU 
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While art and paiot fufpeded bloom faeftows 
Oa madam Brittl/s huiband's kdy-fpoufe. 

The beauty-Dtraft excepted, grant your wife 
All ornaments, that fuit her rank in life : 
Nd paint on any terms would I permit, 275 

And here our humours do, or ought to hit. 

If Erculano had the wit and grace, 
To know what meets his kifs on Lydia^s face, 
The loathfottje thought would all deflre remove, 
And ferve the quickeft cure fof ill-plac'd love. 280 

Lotions, pomatums, ointments, fublimate. 
Choice myft'ries of a lady's caWnet, 
Punifti with fwift decays th'. uncleanly guile, • 
And, us'd ta mend compleAions, quickly fpoil. 

Hence furrows feam the cheeks, and pimples 
glow; 285 

Time nevpr fails the fecret fraud to Ihow j 
Heace pois'hous fteams exhales the fetid breathy 
And tainted drop tbe black uneven teeth. 

Let 
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He^ th^t would fafely wed^ fhould learn with 
care, 
T'he mother who, and what the lifters are : 130 
Thofe who confult their hoQour, comprehendy 
To what good purpofe thefe enquiries tend. 

The careful chapman, when hip buys thefteed, 
Firft knows and forms a judgment from the breed : 

"V^omen arQ fly, and yet we fomctimes trace . 13^ 
Their tempers, from the knowledge of their race. 
Poves arc.not hatch'd by hawks ; the tripping doe 
Ne'er learn'd her fwiftnefs from th' unwieldy cow ; 
In women 'twere a prodigy as great. 
The daughter prudent, and the dam, co(|uet«'i4o 

Nature is ftubbprn, pajGJons. will have vent. 

Prudence njay govern, fc^rcely change the bent j 
What hopes to alter or divert its courfe. 

When habit and exaipple join their forqe ? 

The niother ftill has two gallants : will four 145 
The daughter fatisfy ? will half a fcore ? 
*Tis well, when new defires new conquefts whet, 
{f {^ot (or half the fex (he fpreads the net. 

AU 
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Unpity*d, tho' ill-us'd, will find too late. 

He ought to curfe his fdly, not his fate : 310 

In dang'rous feas» he oft had heard it faid. 

Sailors (hould keep a good look out ahead. 

*ri$ not enough the courfer to provide, 
He riiks his neck, that mounts, but cannot guide : 
The graceful manner learn, and when to flraiU) 
Or flop ; to ufe the fpur, or check the rein. 316 

When you have fix'd your choice, forbear to 
roam, 
A married man fhould keep his heart at home : 
Of foreign game while poachers range in queft. 
Some cuckow often fills the vacant neft. 320 

Treat her with kind endearments, nor negleft 
The foft returns her fondnefs may expeA. 

Thankful accept the leaft attempts to pleafe, 

Unalk'd t* oblige her all occafions feize ; 

Tho' flie fhould err, be flow to take it ill, 325 

When you reprove, let kindnefs gild, the pill : 

Avoid reproach, let no expreifion move 

A blufli, except of gratitude and love. 

6 By 
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By geHtleoefs aiid cunning, more than fo-ce^ 
The praftis'd jockey breaks the generous Tiorfe : " 
Ev'ti with the fpaniel, thofe can tell that breed. 
How much careQes, more than threats, fucceed./ 

I fhould advife the gentleft ways to take 
With anunds of fo much fofter make : 
Har{h words do little good, where foft ones fail. 
And blows wiih reftifF tempers left prevail. 336 

Remember, heav'n to maiv the Woman gavie^ 
The helpmeet, the. companion, not the Have: * 
Treat her with equal honours to the full. 
And do't in faft i but donot fecm ro rule. 340 

Whate'ecihe afts, or fcezns to- wifh, fupply : 
Show her, at kaft, it hurts you to de^y : . 

In this let lo^ and vea£bn bear, their part. 
The hulband's pbw'r rcquircs.np deeper art. 

To leave her wholly miftrefs erf* .her will, 545 
You'll bear the blame, whene'er flie chufes ill ; . 
But fliouJd you feem her conduft to miftryft, 
Hence grows conftraint, fufpicion and difguft. 

At 



IM The S a T I R E 6 .o J 

Atffloper timea you'll kt her freely ga 
To any publidc place, or publick ihov, 350 

T^ jchwrchy to c^urt^ and fometimes to ^e play, 
ViSbsiof formretem* and duly pay>. 

The £ty galaac ^ miAre(s feldom meets 
Iq your large con^nies or crowded ftreets ; 
Btit private ^parties Jtiaunts for vicious ends, 3 15 

5Ehe CDS&t'door-'neighbour's or the fesnaljB frleud'a. 

The weather/be itcloudy, be it bright, 

*TwBr« bcft to tri^ft her rarely out of fight ; 

Maidens with <lb)ld and honeft fervaots thieves 
'<Sccafion feldom fiads> biit often leaves. 360 

* CoioDpaniofiSC^' divert her, try t' engage. 
Such as iniiy fifU her temper ^qd herage ; 
But know and watdi than well, we often fear 
The diftant danger, and overlook the Aear : 
Do it with caution, jealoufy may make 365 

The Woman filfe for contradiftion's fake : 
Cahfelefs fufpiciofis, and affefted care 
Infiead of guards to virtue fpread the fnare. 

Ib 
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In Ihort, prevent th' occafions if you can, 
}{ not, fubmit and bear it like a man : 370 

Acquit jourfelf J to fate refiga th' event - 
And let Rome fall, her Lucius innocent. 

You Ve heard the likelieft methods tofecure 
Your fpoufc's faith ; the beft are far from fure. 

Women fometimes thro' meer perverfenefs ftraf, 
'^he hufband's weakncfs oftner leads the way. 376 

H -N. 
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SATIRE Vir. ♦ 

To Cardinal Bembo. 

YOUR gen'rous Friendftiip, B^mbo, willexcufe. 
Nay, hear with pkafure my intruding mufe. 

The anxious Father, tho' hitnfelf has none. 

Still aim^ at all perfeftions in his fon : 

My fond defire would plant each lib'ral art 5 

In my Virginius^ that can mend the heart. 
Awake the faculties, encreafe their ftore. 
And teach th' afpiring genius how to foar. 

In thee ttfe gifts of art and nature join ; 
Do thou affift me in this grand defign: 10 

Think not, howe'er, your friend fo weak to afk 
Your own encountring this laborious tafk ; 

♦ This Satire was wrote in 1531, two years before 
Ariofto's death, when he fent his fon Virginias to 
Padua.— See his letter to Bembo, Pitteri-s Venice editun* 
torn. iii. p. 848. 

Your 
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Your judgmeot and your knowledge of mankind 
Some learned^ honeft^ and poor Greek may 
Who would exult, to fuch a toil configi 

Without a fterling hoaeft heart, I dread 
The.glitt'ring tinfel of a learaed head ; 
For, in our age that pride of learning fwells^ 
And ev'n againft th' Almighty's felf rebells ; . 
Provokes the Father with her impious boaft, zo 

Rejects the Son, contemns the Holy Ghoi^, 
In low difputi^s, and vain dlitinAions loft I 
Out-reafons reafon, and devoid of fhame, 
Oppofing all mankind, would raife a name 24 

Of wit that pierc'd thro* all the heav'nly Fi'amc. 

* . , • . . 

If metaphyfic fcience frequent fwerveg 
From the right road, nor the trucfaith preferve*^ 
It merits more my pity, than reproof : 
For as that fubtil ftudy keeps aloof . 

From ftated rules, unaw'd by reafon's rein, 30 
And*ftillfoarson (tho'foaring ftill in vain) 

With 
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Whh;&mry's wings, timtrais'd kmay befabid 
The Godhead^ and his rt^yfterics unfold f 

No wgndcr, if at lengfh, confus'd and bUn4, 
iVom fuch a dazzling height, down diops th' af- 

toundedmild. 35 

But you, whofe milder ftudics teach the way 
To tame the ftubborn will, the paffions fway. 
In whofe creative verfe the purling rill, 
With fancy'd murmurs trickles down the hill. 
And gentfy thrcr* th* cnnainell'd meadow ftrays s 40 
Nor Icfs ereative in your patron*s pr«fe, 
Pore over cedent reciords of renowo* 
And plaifbr him with virtues, not his own ;. 
What, clouds can intercept your clearer view. 
What ftudied blindnefs tempt you to purfue 45 

The road afsAmfe o£ metapbyfic wit, 
And Cjed^n truth, £or fpeculatbn, quit? 

The Holy Samt, or Great Apoftle's name, 
Giv'n by your careful Sire, you now difclaim ; 

And 

Lin. 48. It was the mode in ihoCe days to drop the 
Cbriiian name they received in Bapdim, and adopt that 

of 
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And fearcb the learned Heatteen^s volumes roaiid, 
Tochoc^oney as men pipkins^ by the found: 51 
£]ate with this, the fiudious lamp you flight. 
Beneath this*{hield think youjcan fafely write. 

Nor dread the Critick's rage, or brother-Poet's 

fphe* • 

Vain hope ! the pen, feverely }u&, contemns 55 
The weak difgiiife, and the mean work condemns. 

Such muft they be, whom Plato's facred law 
Enjoins from his Republic to withdraw ; 
But fuch were n<Jt Amphion, Phcefbus, they. 
Who firft invented' the poetic lay : 60 

Glorious alike in goddnefs and in verfe, 
They chofe, hercnc aftions to rehearfe. 
With emulation fir'd the favage train, 
And made the brutes of nature grow humane. 

Hence Poets tp tb' unlearned vulgar fing, 65 
That, at the touch of their melodious ftring, 

of fome clafficat author, or celebrated great man of an- 
tiquity ; as if the bearing his name ^ould inipire them 
with a ilmilarity of fentiment. 

8 The 
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The ftoncs rowl'd on, obedient to the. call. 
And fprm'd fair Thebe's and Troy's njajeAic wall . 
That Orpheus' lyre from out their dark abodes 
Entic'd the favage inmates of the woods. 70 

Wonder not, if, to other follies blind, 

« 

My verfe to thofe of Poets feems confin'd : 
All ranks provoke the keen fatiric lay. 
All orders merit worfe, than I can fay; - 
Nay, call for puniftiment ftill more fevere, 75 

But other orders touch me not fo near. • 
Were I to drag their fecret fins to light. 
You'd fwear, I raofack other works, and flight 
All but their pois'nous gall, and ranc'rous fpite. 

When other ftudies flourifti or decline, 80 

Their joy I tJftc, their forrow too is mine ; 
But tho' my reafon can reftrain me here, 
I'm wildly Fran tick in my proper fphere : 
Since in the herd of poets I have gone. 
Their praifc or blame afFefts me like my own. 85 

Rife Doftor Dulman, thou half fool, half- zealot. 

By fympathetic dulaefs ii thy Prelate : 
= ■ ~ Let 
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Let bribery ib petty Ia^«ryers thrive j 

Let >^ife phyfidans by their poifon live : 

Let that graretloftor of the church, whofe tongue. 

As well as^bf^s^ te ev^er in the wrong, 

Whofe innate )>Innderlng was .bad enough. 

Without a ftutt'ring fpeech to fet it off; . 1 

T6 pkafe hisip^ate no expences fpare. 

Pamper his Mife, her baftards too, with care, gj 

While all his family complain at home. 

Or begging for relief, and ftarving roam ; 

Nay, let me hear him bellow out aloud. 

How chafte'I am, how abftiuent in food, 

I card not for my own, but for the publick good 5 

To ev'n thefe wretches I am all good-nature, lol 
Sin on fecure, ye need not fear my Satire ; 

Your errors To feverely I don*t feel. 
To break my reft, or fpoil a fmgle meal. 

So, to return to what is moft at heart, 105 

I wifti you would perform the friendly part 
Of fearching out a Tutor, free from vice. 
Free from thbfe vain and fenfelefs blafphemies : 

K 



To fuch a guide as tbisy ^and f^icb ^9Vfi»' ... 
I ftiould b€ glad lotifpftiny fav'rite Soft • UQ^ 
To leacn» whate'cr theGreciau Miifesfufg^ 
Whatever graces (fe^k (k^t CQpiwd tpiigne': 
The Latift authors Iteias rc^ widrraci j : r. 
And taftes the beauties of their imag'ry't ; 
Butlazihefs^ ov ch^noe^ or c^ea^; or agjp ' 1 15, 
Forbid m deeper ftwjie* :tp engag^^ ,:::'• 
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Alas! when, eager for the vocal ftring. 
In florid youth I tua'4 my voice to fin^, 
Loig ere the tender Down had yet begap 
TcjUoojn upon my cheek andjpronriffi man* 1 20 
My father drove me frona the pleafing toil, , 
To read old ftatu^es, cafes difembroil — 
Say, could the Mufes haunt thai barren. foil ? J 
But when he^^faw his over-rigid fway 
In vam, five tedious years quite thrown away, 125; 
That, I knew none-r-cKcept poetic laws, 
He dropp'd at laft the lopg-contefted caufe > 
My liberty regain'd, at twenty-one', 
I felt, Jiow idly all ra^y youth had gone : 

« Kind 
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Kind foftuhe Oiin Hie wifhTa-for guide bcflow'a, 
Gregorio da^polett^ learnM and good, ^Z^i 

Whofe care exa^s cttrnal gratitude : 
Thofe fecret griices, from nioft eyes concealed. 
In each learn'diaogYiage, were to Jiis reveal'd,^ 
And which, Nvlth 411911 .melodious J3(^ ofTongi 135 
The Mantuai;UBapd;<>r Gre^iaa|K>ur'd aloog.. 

To know^k foreign tonguie Was fmaH renown, 
I thought — ^^hile unacquainted with my owny 

Greek ftill neglefled, ffifl on Latin bent, 

Fortunc.x5iiim'4th^helg,..ibe Qnly lent J. . -140 
The haplefsIStadiefis^iookrixvy.guide^aMrajr^ 

And put tfarOl; $ofa .faeneathi^is 'geatle^waj^,, 

His country'S'^ad hifiiPrifteie'sjlibdrfies; 

But veng^aiiCe^ftruck tk\Wiufper dbprit 4^\^^ {45 

The Duk^44ftii^ii^>lieiidlch>the'6alJic,cbai(L : 

Lin. 141. ^frabetla, daught^ofthe'Kj'ng^fNaipIes, 
IwiTe of Galeazzov Dukte W Mlibn, ^d %^4bto^Gde- 
azzo were taken; prti()a^s';hy iihvts XII. of Fiance* «s 
was Xudovico. Sfbrza» chek .unoatusalomel^, rwho had 
ufurped the Dukedom, and began the war. Gregorio 
went wit^ Sie^Ducfrefs to trsttccaHfi-teea^tttett. 

K % Alas 
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Alasl that cruel fate, with 4ire refolve/ 
In ope promifcuous ruin flxould involve ^ 
The guiltlefs with the guilty ! fliould not all 
It's vengeance on th' offender only fall ! 150 

GV/ftfTw, to the captive exile juft^' ' 
Till fnatch'd by death, flood fteady to his tnift : 
That heavy lofs, and many other cares, 
Th' eternal hurry of perplex'd affairs, . 
Forc'd me all further ftudy to decline, 155 

And bid adieu to all the tuneful Nine. 

My fiather died : now toil to toil fiicceeds, * 
H$mer muft vaniih for the title-deeds : 
No more at my lov*d fhid!es muft I ftay. 
But dry accompts Qonfiime the live4cmg day : 160 
My fifters muft be (ettled, portioiis paid. 
Yet on my laads no :heavy mortgage laid : 
My little Brothers no fniall cai^e require. 
My kindnefs muft fupply their lofs of Sire : 
In this my duty and affedlion join, 1 65 

And piety confirms the juft defign : 
Their different turns and talents muft be known. 
One to the court be fent^ the army, one ; 
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A third muft ft^dy^. each piirfue his bent ; 
And I direft to virtue's fteep afcent 170 

Each tendermind, it's falling into vice prevent. 

Thus teaz'd, my utmoft wifli could a(k no more. 
Than bareTemem'brihg what I feam'd before: 
My downcaft mihd became a prey to grief. 
And long'd for death, the wretch's laft relief : 1 75 
For he, Vhofe company acw Ufe infpir'd 
For ftudy, aad with emulation Rt^d, 
My Jdnfmaii) brother, nay, my very foul, . 
Whofe converfe oould all other cares controni, 
Bmdolfo dyied : ^-ndke ftroke of fate malign^ ' xio 
That {hatched away the glory of our line ! 

- • • • 

If honours fpring from virtue» as difgrace 
Attends on vicp, and ftains the villain's race. 
From him the higheft honours, brighteft fame . 
Had fprung, and rais'd the Ariofto-name 185 
To greater, nobler dignity, than moft 
Pgrrara or. BtJognia e'er co^ild boaft. 

Thefe ills fucceeds a ftill feverer ftroke ; 
1^ was compell'd to bear the galling yoke 

Of 
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Cf EJiii Cardinal ; bcineath bis ifWay- •' ••• - 
Too inany tedions years were th^o^vfl it/ay 

* * » 

Ih never-ceaCng journies, night and day. 

Chang'd from a Poet to a Cavaiiei;, 
O'er craggy cliiFs, bad roads my courfe Iftecr : • 
No thoughts of learning can his mind ^gr4>is,; 1 95 
Who dreads the):ifidg rock, and iiofciog/fols \ 
I rather iland 2[ftoiiiih'd» tbftt :m$r /blraiiBi . - 
Unhurt, fo many, troubles could fuftaJA.; 
And AOt like SJcbylusosk the ficft- ibck 

4Lcife all its kaoml^dgt'b^ % <lhigte 4i6ck.' ado 

. • ■ » • ■ 

Bemboy my whole defire thus far extends^ 
That; while his rnkkd iinprejndic'd dteonds 
To learning, you would prudfently tprovide ' . 
Tor iny FirgiHiUs ^ntKpQn^nc'dgMe'i 

Lin. 199. In ailiifion to an Eagle miftaking ips 
bald pate for a piece of rock, and dropping a Tortoife 
upon it, which killed him. The Oracle had 'foretold 

he (hould one day . i^ hy a fall, and he thought to 
avoid it by flaying the fated clay in the open fields. 






That, 
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That, tho' his father fail'd, for want of time, 205 
He to ParnaiTus topmoA height may climb. 

T. H. C R. 

Lin. 205. This finiihing Coaplet, which perhaps 
was the kfl Ariofto ever wrote, is, I think, a 
genteel excufe for the many inaccuracies, that occur 
throughout all his writings. It is evident to any reader 
of fenie, that he could have mended them, had he not 
been perplexed with the many avocations, recorded in- this 
Satire. But as this excufes him, and may, in fome de- 
gree others, whofe fituation in life will not afford them 
time for retouching things, which perhaps necefllty 
forces them to throw out into the world ; ib it leaves 
them inexcufable, who have the contrary advantages of 
afHuence and leifure, and who have nothing to plead in 
defence of their forward brats, but the fond defire of in- 
troducing them too early into life. " Nor is this worfe 
policy in the real, than in the literary world. Writings 
and men, unimproved and without accomplifhments, are 
not likely to make any great figure upon /ither ftage of 
life. 
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